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Minutes  
CFUW-Hamilton General Meeting 

November 15, 2022, 7:30 pm 
 

1. Greetings 
CFUW-Hamilton President Debbie Welland called the General Meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. and welcomed 50 attendees. A review of the purpose and goals of CFUW 
were given along with a Land Acknowledgement.  
 
Lori Dessau introduced our keynote speaker, Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, Professor 
Emeritus, Wilfrid Laurier University who spoke on Universal Women’s Rights. 
Michelle McGinn thanked Rhoda for her presentation on behalf of our chapter. 
 
Tru Earth fundraiser for our scholarship program: 
Before the break, at the conclusion of our speaker’s presentation, Theresa 
MacDonald spoke on our scholarship fundraiser. 20% of any Tru Earth products 
ordered through our link (available on our Facebook and Website) go to our 
scholarship program. See: https://fundraising.tru.earth/CFUWHamilton 

 
2.  President’s report 
President Debbie Welland gave an update on the discussion which has taken place 
to change CFUW National’s name. It has been decided not to change the name 
“CFUW National” but to rebrand it to ensure members of the public are aware that 
women who have degrees or diplomas from colleges can now join CFUW as well as 
women who support CFUW’s principles of advocacy, education/lifelong learning, 
human rights/diversity and fellowship. 
 
She was able to reach the President of CFUW Kitchener-Waterloo to encourage her 
chapter to invite CFUW National honorary member Dr. Dagg (who lives in the 
Waterloo area) to their meetings. 
 
Graduate Women International (GWI)  
5 advocacy resolutions proposed by CFUW were adopted at the recent GWI 
Triennial Meeting on Nov. 11-13. Countries who seconded CFUW resolutions 
included India, South Africa, Mexico, Australia, Netherlands, Japan, United States 
and Britain.  
 
The sixty-seventh session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will 
take place from 6-17 March 2023 and will consider the priority theme of “Innovation 
and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender 
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.” The session will also review 
the agreed conclusions of the sixty-second session, “Challenges and opportunities in 
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls” This year 
the sessions at the UN will be “in person” with the NGO parallel sessions, hybrid. 

 
CFUW will be attending in person as well as hosting an in-person parallel event 
during the first week of CSW March 6-10 (most delegates will choose to arrive the  
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weekend before). If you are interested in attending contact our President Debbie 
Welland. The deadline is January 03, 2023.  
 
CFUW National 
Their 2023 AGM will take place virtually July 7-9th , 2023. Details about the 
social evening, business session and policy session to follow. 
 
Minutes 
Approval of minutes of the October 18,  2022 General Meeting was moved by Cathy 
McPherson, seconded by Brenda Wright. Carried.  

 
Treasurer’s report - Wilma van Zwol 
Wilma reported on the following financial data, from the Income Statement for the 
month ending Oct. 30, 2022:  

• Closing cash balance (General Fund) was $10,460.56 

• Closing balance in the Scholarship Fund was $8260.80 
 

3. New business  
 

Membership convener 

• Trudi Down expressed her concern that we have lost 10 of our members. Our 
membership is now 54. She stressed the need for members to invite friends to 
our club interest group activities and our general meetings. Dorothy Gruggen 
suggested we get in touch with members of the McMaster Women’s Club. That 
group has decided to disband but some members might be interested in joining 
our chapter.  

 
Social program 

• Lori Dessau informed attendees on the scheduled speaker for Jan. 17, 2023. It is 
Sheree Meredith has worked in the philanthropic and not for profit sectors for 
over 40 years.  She will be speaking on Increasing Your Philanthropic Impact. 
In her presentation she will highlight some of the recent changes in philanthropy 
and how they have created important opportunities for all of us to increase our 
impact. 

 
Vice-president report  

• Cathy McPherson reported that our chapter’s Intent to Submit a Resolution 
related to the tracking and addressing maternal deaths in Canada has been 
accepted by CFUW National. Our chapter has until Feb. 9 to submit a final 
version of our resolution with references to supporting documents/reports.   

• This issue was highlighted in a CBC investigation early October entitled: Canada 
significantly undercounts maternal deaths, and doctors are sounding the 
alarm.  

 
4. Other business 

• Barbara Ledger reminded participants to shop at Epic Books in December — 
online or in person — and to mention you are a member of CFUW at checkout (in 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canada-maternal-deaths-undercount-1.6600905#:~:text=Some%20women's%20deaths%20aren't%20counted%2C%20doctors%20say&text=According%20to%20Statistics%20Canada%2C%20523,childbirth%20between%202000%20and%202020.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canada-maternal-deaths-undercount-1.6600905#:~:text=Some%20women's%20deaths%20aren't%20counted%2C%20doctors%20say&text=According%20to%20Statistics%20Canada%2C%20523,childbirth%20between%202000%20and%202020.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canada-maternal-deaths-undercount-1.6600905#:~:text=Some%20women's%20deaths%20aren't%20counted%2C%20doctors%20say&text=According%20to%20Statistics%20Canada%2C%20523,childbirth%20between%202000%20and%202020.
https://epicbooks.ca/
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the message box at checkout if online).  They keep a tally and award the Modern 
Books interest group 10% of sales so it can keep buying books to circulate.  

 
5. 2023 General Meetings 
 

The next three CFUW-Hamilton General Meetings in Jan. Feb. and March 2023 will 
take place on Zoom. Our next meeting will take place on January 17, 2023. Our 
next executive meeting will take place on January 9, 2023 via zoom as well. All 
meetings will take place at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 


