
Minutes of the CFUW-Hamilton General Meeting 
Tuesday September 20, 2022 

The first in-person general meeting of CFUW-Hamilton since the start of the COViD-19 
pandemic in March 2020 was held on Tuesday, September 20, 2022, at First Unitarian 
Church, 170 Dundurn Street South, with president Debbie Welland chairing. In an 
atmosphere of lively celebration, Debbie welcomed 26 returning members and one 
guest at 7:30 p.m., and gave a brief overview of CFUW’s history and goals. She read 
the Land Acknowledgment and reminded us that its purpose is to help everyone move 
forward on the path to reconciliation. 


Debbie introduced the executive, who stood or waved as their names were called. 
Joanne Curtis’s exceptional work on our social media from her home in Alberta was 
recognized with a special mention and a round of applause. 


Debbie then introduced representatives from each of the interest groups, who spoke 
briefly about their group and welcomed others to join: Art Appreciation, Myrtle Greve; 
Bridge, Carole Peters; Daytimers, Jan Armstrong; Déjà Lu, Alexandra Gall; Friday 
Group, Chris Gerth; Out and About, Pat Cino; Modern Books, Trudi Down; Readers’ 
Circle, Sandy Gmell and Barbara Ledger; Creative Writing, Linda Helson; and HEAL 
(Healthy Eating and Living), Heather Oliver. Linda Helson expressed interest in starting 
a new Music Appreciation group; several people indicated interest and a sign-up sheet 
was put out. 


Jan Armstrong, our Goodwill Ambassador, requested that if we know anyone who 
could benefit from a card to please let her know and she will send one off.


There was a half-hour break during which we enjoyed renewing friendships and 
indulging in the beautiful spread of fruit, cupcakes and home-made Belgian cookies 
provided by social convenor Sandy Gmell.


Debbie called the business meeting to order at 8:45. Cathy McPherson moved the 
approval of the minutes of the April General Meeting; seconded by Brenda Wright and 
carried.


Debbie advised that on September 22nd at 4:00 p.m., CFUW National is holding a 
workshop on Resolutions via Zoom, in which they will review the resolutions passed at 
the August AGM, announce an updated schedule for proposing new resolutions, and 
discuss areas where policy is needed. Debbie will provide the link to this workshop to 
anyone who hasn’t already received it who is interested.


Treasurer Wilma van Zwol reported that accountant Barbara Mahaffy had reviewed and 
approved our year-end statement. It was moved by Trudi Down, seconded by Myrtle 
Greve and carried that the 2021-22 year-end statement be accepted.




Wilma also reported that as of August 31, 2022, the General Fund had a balance of 
$4160.46, plus three GICs totalling $20,000. The Scholarship Fund had a balance of 
$5015.05, plus one $5,000 GIC.


Program co-chair Lori Dessau spoke briefly about the upcoming speakers. In October, 
Celeste Licorish, Access Program Manager at McMaster, will speak about her work to 
help students of varied backgrounds succeed at university. In November, our own 
internationally known Dr. Rhoda Hassmann will speak on universal human rights. Lori 
added that to increase member engagement, she will be asking people to introduce 
and thank the speakers. 


Announcements

CFUW-Hamilton has received an award certificate from National for the number of new 
members we had in 2021.


At the AGM in August, Dr. Anne Innis Dagg (the woman who loves giraffes) was voted 
to be made an honorary member of CFUW, at our instigation. She will soon be 
receiving a certificate to that effect from head office. This is quite an honour, one that 
CFUW seldom bestows. Jan Armstrong has sent Dr. Innis Dagg a card expressing our 
congratulations.


The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.



