
CFUW-Hamilton General Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 15, 2022

The CFUW-Hamilton General Meeting took place on Tuesday, February 15, 
2022, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. President Brenda Wright welcomed 36 
members and guests, then gave a brief reminder of Zoom etiquette, and 
played the Land Acknowledgement video, replete with wintry scenes from 
the Hamilton landscape.

Speaker. Pat Cino introduced the speaker, her daughter Catherine 
Steeves, vice-provost and chief librarian at Western University. Catherine 
spoke to us about the role of academic libraries as a catalyst for learning 
and a partner in scholarship and research. She emphasized their 
responsibility to help foster a more prosperous and just society. Libraries of 
the 21st century are not so much a repository of print materials, but rather a 
‘digital scholarship centre’ with facilities such as ‘learning commons,’ family 
rooms, health and wellness space, and areas designated for groups, quiet 
study, or silent work. Nancy Baker thanked Catherine with the words 
‘stirring, stimulating and inspiring’.

Brenda shared a screen of fiendishly tricky brain teasers to amuse us 
during a five-minute break, then reconvened the meeting at 8:00.

The acceptance of the minutes of the February general meeting was 
moved by Brenda and seconded by Trudi Down. 

President’s Report. Brenda reminded everyone to send Judith Purdell-
Lewis material about interest groups’ activities for the newsletter. She then 
mentioned how the National and Provincial websites are a great resource 
for information about other clubs’ events, such as talks by author Katherine 
Govier or designer Debbie Travis, and for guidance about how to take 
action on various issues.

Treasurer. Wilma van Zwol reported that as of January 31 the General 
Fund held $9609.38, plus three GICs totalling $20,000, and the Scholarship 
Fund was at $10,910,49 [addendum: there’s also a $5,000 GIC in the 
Scholarship fund]. The only expense since her last report was $418 to 
Ontario Council for fees and insurance.



Nominating Committee. Rosemary Knechtel advised that she, Debbie 
Welland and Marg Johnson have been busy working on a slate of officers 
for 2022-23, but three people are still needed, two for Program co-chairs 
and one for Ontario Council education representative. She encouraged 
anyone interested to please get in touch, and remarked on the satisfaction 
to be had in helping to direct the club.

Advocacy. Pat Cino reminded us that the program for the March meeting 
will be Resolutions. She is looking for volunteers to study the resolutions 
and help frame our response to them. She reported that the Welland club is 
hosting a Zoom forum on bias against women on March 8, International 
Women’s Day. 

Ontario Council. Myrtle Greve reminded us of the Saturday February 26 
Ontario Council meeting on 'Children, COVID and Beyond: Social 
Determinants to Education’. Registration is through the OC website.

GWI. Debbie Welland reported that the CFUW Opt-In group has been 
active in sharing interesting information about GWI and will be putting 
together a PowerPoint presentation so we know what’s going on 
internationally. Also, GWI has been increasing its presence on Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram, appealing to younger women.

Program. Brenda reiterated that the March meeting will be dedicated to the 
discussion of the Resolutions, and explained how Resolutions are the 
democratic process by which CFUW forms its policy on matters of import to 
all of us. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

The next General meeting: Tuesday March 15 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom

The next Executive meeting: Tuesday March 1 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.


