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 GENERAL MEETING 
Nov. 16, 2021, 7:00 pm 

 
1. Greetings 
 

CFUW-Hamilton President Brenda Wright called the General Meeting to order at 
7:05 p.m. and welcomed 34 attendees. The Territorial Land Acknowledgement video 
was shown after which Brenda gave a brief overview on Zoom use and reminded 
Interest Groups to get in touch if they want to use our Zoom account. 
 
2. Speakers – Sally Simpson, Coordinator of Student Development University of 
Toronto on “Celebrating Trail-blazing Indigenous Women in Canada” and 
Brenda Jacobs, Head of Cultural Competency, Hamilton Regional Indigenous 
Centre on the role of women in Haudenosaunee nations 
 

Pat Stephenson-Cino introduced Sally Simpson and Brenda Jacobs. The list of trail-
blazing indigenous women now totals 202 and can be viewed at: 
https://cfuwhamilton.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/sally-simpsons-list-of-trail-blazing-
indigineous-women.pdf  
 
Nancy Baker thanked both speakers on their enlightening presentations. The 
speaker for Jan. 18, 2022 will be Emily O’Brien of Comeback Snacks, a gourmet 
popcorn company which helps women in prison get a second chance.  

 
3. New members 
Trudi Down introduced the following 4 new members who shared their backgrounds 
with us and why they joined CFUW:  
 

• Lori Dessau 

• Rhoda Hassmann 

• Monica Peel 

• Marion Yates 
 

4. President’s report 
 

Approval of minutes of the Oct. 19, 2021, General Meeting were moved by Brenda 
Wright, seconded by Trudi Down. Carried.  
 

Brenda gave a brief overview of CFUW and encouraged everyone to visit the 
national/provincial websites and Facebook pages to participate in upcoming speaker 
events and webinars.  
 

• She encouraged members to consider registering for the Saturday November 
27, 2021 CFUW Ontario speaker session: Tackling the Opioid Crisis in 
Ontario.  

• She also reminded members of CFUW National’s 16 Days of Activism against 
Gender-Based Violence which is taking place from Nov. 25th - Dec.10th. For 
more information visit: https://cfuw.org/take-action/16-days-of-activism-against-
gender-based-violence-toolkit-resources/ 

https://cfuwhamilton.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/sally-simpsons-list-of-trail-blazing-indigineous-women.pdf
https://cfuwhamilton.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/sally-simpsons-list-of-trail-blazing-indigineous-women.pdf
https://cfuw.org/take-action/16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-toolkit-resources/
https://cfuw.org/take-action/16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-toolkit-resources/
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5. Treasurer’s report - Wilma van Zwol 
 

The following financial data is from the Income Statement for the month ending Oct. 
31, 2021:  
 

• Closing balance in the General Fund is $9,432.80 plus 3 GIC's totalling $20,000 

• Closing balance in the Scholarship Fund is $8588.02 plus 1 GIC of $5,000 
 

6. Scholarship Fundraiser – recap of success – Theresa MacDonald/Janice 
Armstrong 

 

This was the first time CFUW-Hamilton has held a virtual fundraiser (Oct. 28 – Nov. 
3, 2021 “Meet Dr. Anne Innis Dagg. The hero we ALMOST didn’t know we had”) 
and it was a great success. Approximately $4,000 was raised – more than previous 
years largely due to the low overhead costs (i.e., we did not have to rent a room or 
facility) and that we were able to attract participants from across the country.   
 

Arrangements are taking place to nominate Dr. Anne Innis Dagg to become a CFUW 
National Honorary Member 

 
7. Membership Report- Trudi Down/Debbie Welland 
 

CFUW-Hamilton now has 63 members.  
 

8. Advocacy- Myrtle Greve/Sheri Selway 
 

Our group continues to raise concerns around poverty issues such as the low 
monthly rates for Ontario Works and ODSP. As the provincial and municipal 
elections come up in 2022 these and other issues will be raised. Myrtle reminded 
members of the Dec. 1 initiative to provide personal care items for Hamilton’s 
Inasmuch House for Women in Crisis and encouraged members to contribute to 
this drive. Used clothing is not being accepted. 

 
9. Graduate Women International (GWI)- Debbie Welland 
 

A sub-group of CFUW clubs (which have opted in to continue to support GWI) has 
been formed. CFUW-Hamilton is part of that group. They will be writing information 
updates on what is going on in GWI; one of these pieces will be included in CFUW 
Hamilton’s upcoming newsletter. GWI is a fully audited organization. This year they 
have come out with a 30-page annual report which can be viewed through their 
website at: https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GWI-AR-2020-
ver-6_FINAL.pdf 

 
10. Newsletter- Judith Purdell-Lewis 

 

The next newsletter for the January- March 2022 period will be coming out in early 
January. The deadline to get material into the newsletter is Nov. 26.  Photos are 
needed and appreciated. 

 
 

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GWI-AR-2020-ver-6_FINAL.pdf
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11. Social media- Joanne Curtis 
 

Although Joanne continues to send out media alerts about our club’s upcoming 
events, she noted that the most effective way to get the word out is for our own 
members to post information on our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts.  
 
12. New business  
  
Barbara Ledger reminded members that CFUW’s Modern Books Interest Group has 
an arrangement in December of each year with Epic Books. A percentage of sales 
by our members is credited to Modern Books so they can buy new books for their 
collection in the coming year. So buy on!! 
 
13.  Next meeting 
 

The next General Meeting will be taking place on Jan. 18, 2022. Executive will be 
meeting on Jan. 4, 2022. Both meetings will take place via zoom. 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 
 


