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CFUW HAMILTON GENERAL MEETING 
Oct. 19, 2021, 7:00 pm 

 
1. Greetings 
 

CFUW Hamilton President Brenda Wright called the General Meeting to order at 
7:05 p.m. and welcomed 30 members. The Territorial Land Acknowledgement video 
was shown after which Brenda gave a brief overview on Zoom use and reminded 
Interest Groups to get in touch if they want to use our Zoom account. She outlined 
the purpose and goals of CFUW. 
 
2. Speaker – Niagara on the Lake artist Lorraine Kelly “An Artist’s Journey” 
 

Pat Stephenson-Cino introduced Lorraine Kelly who spoke about how her painting 
talent and style has matured and changed over the years. Nancy Baker thanked 
Lorraine for her outstanding presentation. The topic for Nov. 16 will be: Celebrating 
Trail Blazing Indigenous Women in Canada. Two speakers will present at this 
session: Sally Simpson, Coordinator of Student Development assisted by Brenda 
Jacobs, Head of Cultural Competency, Hamilton Reginal Indigenous Centre. 

 
3. President’s report 
 

Minutes of the Sept. 21, 2021, General Meeting were moved by Brenda Wright, 
seconded by Trudi Down. Carried.  
 

Brenda reminded members it was National Women’s History Month and 
encouraged everyone to visit the national website and Facebook pages to learn 
about women who have made a difference in CFUW. She encouraged members to 
consider registering for the October 27 CFUW Burlington presentation by guest 
speaker Dr. Jean Clinton, an eminent psychiatrist, children's advocate and 
Professor at the Department of Family Medicine, McMaster University and Children's 
Hospital.  Her presentation was entitled "Relationships:  The Core of Well being 
and Learning in Challenging Times". 
 
The CFUW National Meeting/AGM will be taking place in Hamilton at the Sheraton 
Hamilton Hotel August 25-28, 2022. 
 
4. Treasurer’s report - Wilma van Zwol 
 

The following financial data is from the Income Statement for the month ending 
Sept. 30, 2021:  
 

• Closing balance in the General Fund is $6709.30 plus 3 GIC's totalling $20,000 

• Closing balance in the Scholarship Fund is $4281.60 plus 1 GIC of $5,000 
 

Fundraising efforts and renewals of memberships have been encouraging: $3,450 
has come in from membership fees in September. Donations and fundraising for the 
Scholarship Fund were over $2500 for September. 
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5. Membership Report- Trudi Down/Debbie Welland 
 

Debbie and Trudi have reviewed the 2016 membership forms and identified some 
individuals who might be interested in returning to CFUW Hamilton as members. 
They have received positive feedback from many of those who have been 
contacted.  Trudi complimented Joanne Curtis (our Social Media Coordinator) on her 
initiative to post written member testimonials on the website. Next year there is a 
plan to post video testimonials.  Trudi and Debbie are willing to help develop a 
brochure which would appeal to a wider, more diverse community.  Stay tuned for 
further developments. 
 
6. Scholarship Fundraiser- Theresa MacDonald/Janice Armstrong 
 

Theresa reminded members about the scholarship fundraiser taking place from Oct. 
28 – Nov. 3, 2021 “Meet Dr. Anne Innis Dagg. The hero we ALMOST didn’t know 
we had”. Tickets were still available. Theresa and Janice encouraged members to 
participate and to share the poster about this event with everyone who might be 
interested in learning more about this remarkable woman. Photos were shown of Dr. 
Dagg surrounded by giraffe items in her apartment. This is truly a passion for her!  
Theresa will be sending out an email with the links to view the film and the Q & A 
session between Dr. Dagg, her daughter Mary Dagg, and the director of the film, 
Alison Reid, to those who have registered for this event. 
 
7. Graduate Women International (GWI)- Debbie Welland 
 

Debbie Welland talked about the U.S. organization involved with GWI. The 
Americans have moved from a federation to an association which is now called 
Graduate Women USA. They have 179 members with a budget of $373,000 and 
have a Scholarship Reserve Fund which provides scholarship support to women in 
dangerous situations. Most recently they provided funding to a woman from Yemen 
who is now working in Guelph. For more information about this organization visit: 
http://www.wg-usa.org/website2014/about-us/ 
 
8. Advocacy- Myrtle Greve/Sheri Selway 
 

Myrtle Greve flagged that the CFUW Ontario Council has come out with a handbook 
all about advocacy. A must-read. One of their top items is to ensure our province is 
part of the childcare program being offered by the federal government. The Ontario 
Government is in the process of discussing the Child Care Agreement. 
 

CFUW Ontario Council is suggesting members: 

• Sign the petition found on the Ontario Council for Better Child Care website. 
“https://www.childcareontario.org/sign_the_child_care_agreement 

 

• Send letters either as a club (to your MPPs) or as an individual (not representing 
CFUW, just as a mother, grandmother, aunt) and have suggested talking points. 

 
 

https://cfuwontcouncil.org/advocacy/advocacy-tools/
https://www.childcareontario.org/sign_the_child_care_agreement
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9. Social media- Joanne Curtis 
 

Joanne continues to move the yardstick in improving the CFUW Hamilton website 
and Facebook site to reach out to more people via social media. 1600 people have 
visited the website and Facebook site through the promotion of our fundraiser “Meet 
Dr. Anne Innis Dagg. The hero we ALMOST didn’t know we had”. 
 
10. Trick or Treat Presentation – Theresa MacDonald 
Theresa presented a musical slide show presentation of amusing Hamilton 
Halloween yard displays.  
 
11. New business  
A short interim executive meeting followed the General Meeting on Oct. 19 to deal 
with several urgent issues. 
 
12.  Next meeting 
 

The next General Meeting will be taking place via Zoom on Nov. 16, 2021. The date 
of the executive meeting will be taking place on Nov. 9, 2021, so as not to conflict 
with the fundraising event.  

 
Meeting adjourned.  

 


