
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
May 18, 2021

 
Introduction and Welcome
            The CFUW-Hamilton Annual General Meeting was held via Zoom on 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021. President Brenda Wright called the meeting to order 
at 7:05 p.m. and welcomed 39 members, then read the Territorial Land 
Acknowledgement. After a brief review of Zoom etiquette and the purpose 
and goals of CFUW Brenda called on Marg Johnson to introduce our guest 
speaker for the evening, author Jill Downie. Marg gave an interesting review 
of Jill’s life and literary accomplishments.
 
In preparation for her talk this evening, “The Year of Living Dangerously: 
Writing and Writers Under Lockdown.” Jill Downie had contacted other 
authors in the area to discuss the impact of the repeated lockdowns and 
isolation on their work. She mentioned several interesting effects, including 
changes in the method of working. However, none of the authors reported 
being unable to continue to write during this time. Following a brief question 
and answer period, Nancy Baker graciously thanked Jill for taking time to 
speak to us.
 
Following a five-minute break, Theresa MacDonald challenged our memories 
of older popular songs. She had prepared a slide show in which she played a 
song and then stopped just before the name of a place or location was 
mentioned and we were to fill in the name. There were twenty such slides 
and President Brenda Wright managed to get nineteen of them correct.
 
Business Meeting
Brenda began by reading the names and positions of the current executive 
and thanked everyone for their hard work during this unusual pandemic year.
Michelle McGinn moved that the meeting agenda be approved as circulated. 
The motion was seconded by Trudi Down and carried.
Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting 
be approved as circulated. The motion was seconded by Barbara Ledger and 
carried.
Barbara Ledger moved that the 2020-21 Annual Report for CFUW-Hamilton 
be approved as circulated. The motion was seconded by Trudi Down and 
carried.
Myrtle Greve moved that CFUW-Hamilton donate $1000 to the Children’s Aid 



Society to be awarded to a youth (preferably a female) in extended care who 
has been accepted to a Canadian university or college.
This motion was seconded by Wilma and carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Wilma van Zwol gave an explanation of the 2020-21 Financial Reports, noting 
that this year expenses were down as there were no room rentals or travel 
expenses. Although we were unable to hold a fundraiser for the scholarship 
fund this year, generous donations from club members and others filled the 
gap and we were able to fulfill our obligations. Wilma moved acceptance of 
the Treasurer’s report as distributed. The motion was seconded by Joanne 
Curtis and carried.
Wilma then moved the acceptance of the 2021-22 Budget after noting that 
the membership fees would remain the same and the budget was based on 
64 members. This motion was seconded by Joanne Curtis and carried.
                       
The Nominating committee report was presented by Rosemary Knechtel as 
follows:
President                                    Brenda Wright
Vice-President                         TBD
Secretary                                 Barbara Ledger, Cathy McPherson
Membership                           Trudi Down, Debbie Welland
Treasurer                                Wilma van Zwol
Past President                         Rosemary Knechtel
Action and Advocacy               Myrtle Greve, Sheri Selway
Scholarship                              Myrtle Greve
Publicity                                  Joanne Curtis
Program                                  Pat Stephenson-Cino, Nancy Baker
Goodwill                                  Jan Armstrong
Social                                       Janis North, Sandy Gmell
Newsletter                              Judith Purdell-Lewis
Website & Social Media           Joanne Curtis
Ont. Council, Education          Leslie Bell
Ont. Council, Legislation         Myrtle Greve
Ont. Council, Status of
Women & Human Rights        Sheri Selway
Archivist                                  Cathy Tell
Fundraising                             Theresa MacDonald and Jan Armstrong
Parliamentarian                      Michelle McGinn
GWI Liaison                             Debbie Welland
 
There were no nominations from the floor and the proposed slate of officers 



was appointed by acclamation.
The installation of the new executive was conducted by member, Marilyn 
Mallard.
 
President Brenda Wright, gave a brief talk about the upcoming year and our 
uncertainty about the role Covid will play. She did stress that we have all 
adapted well to the necessity of meeting virtually and perhaps even enjoyed 
a few advantages due to the changed format.
Norma Young offered the Courtesies to thank everyone who contributed to 
the club’s success this year especially the executive and the interest group 
leaders. She mentioned the new photo directory and the programs and 
newsletters which we all enjoy.
 
Brenda announced that the combined old and new executive will meet on 
June 1 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom,
then adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.


