
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting
Held on-line via Zoom
April 20, 2021
 
Introduction and Welcome
At 7:01 President Brenda Wright called the meeting to order and welcomed 
forty members and guests. Brenda then reviewed the goals and mission of 
CFUW. The Land Acknowledgement was presented with a short video of the 
surrounding area which was designed and narrated by Joanne Curtis using 
photos provided by Barbara Ledger and Jan Armstrong.
 
Program
Pat Cino introduced our guest speakers, Frances Grabowski and Ruth 
Liebersbach from McMaster Innovation Park (MIP). Ruth began by giving a 
brief history of the park which was the brain child of Dr. Peter George who 
was president of McMaster University for many years. Initially the park, which 
is owned by McMaster, was funded by industry in the area. The park is 
located on the site of the former Westinghouse Plant at Longwood and 
Aberdeen. Currently there are three sectors working at the park, Health and 
Life, Engineering and Manufacturing, and Information and Communication 
Technologies. Frances described some of the plans for future development 
which will include residential areas, hotels, restaurants and gyms as well as 
other amenities. MIP has recently purchased the Spectator building on Frid 
Street which will be incorporated in the expansion plans. The concept for the 
entire development is ‘Live, Work, Play’. The full development is expected to 
be finished in the next 5-7 years.
After a short question period Nancy Baker thanked our guests for a most 
interesting presentation. Brenda then announced there would be a brief 
break before the Business meeting began.
 
Video
After the break Theresa MacDonald showed a video ‘Tonight we are young’ 
featuring photos of club members in their younger years. The presentation 
was in three parts. The first was a look at each of the 30 youthful pictures 
which were submitted. Then those pictures were shown again with three 
possible club members as the subject and we had to select one. Lastly we 
saw all of the youthful pictures matched with a current one of the club 
member. Barbara Ledger was the winner of the game for correctly matching 
25 of the 30 pictures. As always the video was greatly enjoyed by all. Brenda 



thanked Theresa for her hard work in preparing these presentations.
 
Business Meeting
Brenda began the business portion of the meeting with her president’s 
report. She reminded everyone that the club has a Zoom account which is 
available to any interest group. All members are reminded that both the 
Hamilton club and the National CFUW organization have a website and 
Facebook page where we can find information about meetings and other 
activities. Coming events include Ontario Council AGM on May 14 and 15. 
The guest speaker will give her presentation on Friday night, May 14 and the 
business meeting will be conducted on May 15. Access to the meeting will be 
via computer, but those who want to participate must register in advance on 
the Ontario Council website. Similarly the national AGM will be held on June 
25 and 26 on the internet.
 
Brenda then announced that the national office had sent a letter with the 
results of the GWI vote. There are 96 clubs in Canada and 42 of them with a 
total of 2549 members elected to opt-in. There were 51 clubs representing 
3766 members who voted to opt-out and 3 clubs with a total of 417 
members did not submit a vote. Next Brenda moved that the minutes of the 
March meeting be approved as circulated. This was seconded by Trudi Down 
and carried.
Myrtle Greve announced that she had discussed the ‘Human Trafficking’ 
resolution with a member of the proposing club in St. Catharine’s. Our club 
had a few concerns about the wording of the resolution which had included a 
ten minute education session for teachers. This ten minute recommendation 
was removed from the final document. The final wording of the resolution can 
be found on the CFUW Ontario Council website. Myrtle has also been 
working on getting adequate welfare and disability benefits for residents of 
Ontario, especially single people. The group working on this issue have 
adopted “Increase the rates” as their rallying cry.
 
Wilma van Zwol gave the treasurer’s report. The General Fund total is 
$8,843.67, and the Scholarship fund has $8,453.33. A total of $6,000 from 
the scholarship fund is due to be paid to Mohawk College, Brock University, 
and McMaster University.
 
Debbie then gave the GWI report. She focussed on the GWI vision which is to 
advocate for women’s rights, equality and empowerment through access to 
quality secondary and tertiary education. The vision is that 100% of women 
and girls in the world will achieve education beyond the primary level. On 



April 24 a GWI webinar will be held featuring three Afghani women who will 
discuss the current situation in their country. Any member of CFUW is invited 
to attend. Registration information can be found on Facebook or on the 
CFUW national website.
 
Jan reported that she had sent a sympathy card to Ruth Lemp’s niece as 
Ruth has recently passed away. In addition a card was sent to Cathy 
McPherson to acknowledge the death of her father.
 
Pat Cino announced that author Jill Downie will be speaking at the AGM in 
May. Her topic will be “The Year of Living Dangerously, Writing during the 
Lockdown.”
 
The next executive meeting will be on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 4, 
2021.
The next meeting will be our AGM which will be on Zoom on Tuesday May 18, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m.
 
As there was no new business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 
p.m.


