
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting
Held on-line via Zoom
January 19, 2021
 
Introduction and Welcome
At 7:00 p.m. President Brenda Wright called the meeting to order and 
welcomed 36 members and guests to the January General Meeting. Brenda 
explained the structure and purpose of CFUW, then asked those present to 
please mute their microphones when not speaking.
 
The Land Acknowledgement was presented with a short video of the 
surrounding area in winter which was designed and narrated by Joanne 
Curtis.
Brenda thanked Joanne for assembling the photographs provided by Jan 
Armstrong and Barbara Ledger.
 
Program
Nancy Baker introduced our guest speaker, Christine Allum of the Ontario 
Securities Commission. The title of her talk was ‘Protecting Your Money’ and 
she began by describing various kinds of fraud that trusting individuals might 
fall victim to. Since a great deal of information was to be included in the talk, 
Chris explained that she will be sending written information to Nancy for 
distribution to anyone who is interested in reading further. Should any of us 
suspect that we might have been the victim of fraud we should call the 
Ontario Securities Commission (1-877-785-1555), our local police, or the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud department
(1-888-451-4519).
She finished by discussing financial advisors and how to choose someone to 
help with money management. Should we suspect a problem with our 
financial advisor we can file a complaint with the Ombudsman 
(1-888-451-4519).
 
Following the conclusion of the talk we had a brief break.
 
After the break Theresa MacDonald showed a video ‘Of Days Gone By’ 
featuring pictures taken in 2016-17 accompanied by music. Everyone enjoyed 
seeing old friends and remembering some of the activities we shared when 
we were able to gather in groups. Theresa is preparing a travel video and she 
would like members to submit up to three pictures taken while traveling. The 



CFUW member should appear in at least one of the photos and please 
include the location for each picture you submit. Theresa would like them by 
the end of January so she will have time to prepare the video for the 
February meeting.
 
Business Meeting
At the conclusion of the slide show, Brenda gave her president’s report. She 
reminded everyone that the club has a Zoom account which is available to 
any interest group to set up a virtual meeting. She noted that using Zoom has 
enabled us to meet members from other parts of Canada and in some cases 
other countries. All members are reminded that we have a website and 
Facebook page where we can find information about meetings and other 
activities. Brenda then moved that the minutes of the November general 
meeting be approved as circulated. This was seconded by Trudi Down and 
carried. Lastly Brenda noted that our club had sent a letter to the national 
CFUW board on November 26 outlining a number of concerns we have about 
changes to be made to our association with Graduate Women International 
(GWI). We have not received a reply or even an acknowledgement that our 
letter was received. A follow-up letter was sent on January 12 but still we 
have had no reply.
 
Meanwhile on December 9 we received further correspondence from national 
regarding GWI. Brenda called on Debbie Welland to explain this latest change 
to our relationship with our international affiliate.
 
A motion recently passed by the national board would allow CFUW clubs to 
opt out of paying GWI dues while other Canadian clubs continue to pay their 
dues and support GWI. It will be necessary for individual clubs to opt in or 
opt out of GWI and report their decision to national by the end of March. On 
January 28 and again on January 30 the national board will be holding Zoom 
meetings which they are calling Dialogue Sessions. The purpose of these 
sessions is to further explain the rationale for this change and to answer any 
questions that members may have. CFUW Hamilton has ten people signed up 
to attend a session, but more participants are welcome. Those attending the 
sessions will meet afterward on Zoom to compare notes and prepare a 
recommendation for the club. As a decision on the dues payment to GWI is 
not needed until March it was decided to postpone a discussion of the 
direction our club wants to go until our March general meeting. The change 
in dues payment to GWI will take effect with the annual payment which is 
calculated in November 2021 and due in January 2022.
 



Wilma van Zwol gave the treasurer’s report. As of December 31 the General 
Fund had $9,185.17, and the Scholarship fund had $7,101.59 which is 
sufficient to pay our scholarship obligations which total $7000. In response 
to a question from Wilma a brief discussion of the procedure for 
acknowledging donations to the scholarship fund in memory of those who 
have passed away was held. It was suggested that in most cases the notice 
can be sent to the place where the deceased last resided. Recently long-time 
members Catherine Duffy and Alison Healing passed away. Sympathy cards 
will be sent to their families.
 
The membership chairpersons, Cathy Tell and Trudi Down are preparing to 
publish a club directory with pictures of individual members. It will be helpful 
to all of us to be able to put a name with a face. With help from Judith they 
will be sending out an email to get permission from each member to publish 
her picture. If a picture is not already available they will also ask the member 
to supply one.
 
Myrtle Greve announced that the next meeting of Ontario Council will be 
Saturday February 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The topic is “Mental 
Health-From Prevention to Wellness”. As the meetings are now held on-line 
anyone can attend, but you must register by February 26 on the CFUW 
Ontario Council website. There is no charge for these sessions. Myrtle is now 
the poverty representative and she explained that single people on Ontario 
Works receive $850 per month which is insufficient and must be increased. 
Myrtle also thanked all those who donated to Inasmuch House in November. 
Apparently Myrtle had a car full of clothing and personal hygiene items to 
deliver to those who are staying there.
 
Joanne our Social Media chair is setting up a new private Facebook page 
called ‘Staying Active with CFUW Hamilton’. It is a Virtual Fitness page where 
members can record fitness activities and post pictures of themselves and 
others in action.To join, the member should type the page name into the 
Facebook search function. Once the page is open she can click on the Join 
Group button. Alternatively you can email Joanne and she will sign you up. 
Friends of our members may also join, but you will have to email Joanne in 
that case.
 
Judith would like to have contributions for the next newsletter by mid March.
 
The speaker for the February general meeting will be Joanne Feddes of La 
Primavera Farms. Nancy Baker also suggested that members might like to 



have a look at her website at www.laprimaverafarms.com
There was a brief discussion as to whether we should offer the $50 
honorarium to all of the speakers who come to the general meeting. There 
are some who are speaking in an official capacity and are not permitted to 
accept the money. It was decided that the money should continue to be 
offered to each speaker.
 
Sheri Selway told us about a survey being run by the Hamilton Chamber of 
Commerce to identify the impact of the Covid pandemic on women in the 
Hamilton area. The survey can be found at womenoutofwork.ca and is 
available until February 1 at 12 midnight. Any individual in the Hamilton area 
who is over the age of 18 and identifies as a woman is invited to participate. 
It will take only 10-20 minutes to complete and you will be eligible for a draw 
to win a $100 Visa Gift Card.
 
The next General meeting will be on Zoom on Tuesday February 16, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m.
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

http://www.laprimaverafarms.com/
http://womenoutofwork.ca/

