
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting 
Held on-line via Zoom 
October 20, 2020 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 7:00 p.m. President Brenda Wright called the meeting to order and 
welcomed 36 members and guests to the October General Meeting. 
Brenda asked those present to mute their microphones when not speaking. 
  
She then read the Land Acknowledgement.   
  
Program 
Pat Cino introduced our guest speaker, Jon Beale, The Manager of the 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network at the University of Waterloo. 
His topic was the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) which 
were adopted by all 193 United Nations countries in 2015 with a view to 
achieving these goals by 2030. The SDGs are designed to be: Universal, 
Indivisible, Transformative, and Leave No One Behind. The SDGs 
comprise 169 targets and 73 indicators of success. They apply to every 
country and cover many areas, not just the environment. Mr. Beale 
stressed that these goals were not exclusively an United Nations plan as at 
least 7 million people from around the world had input. 
  
We need these goals to help reduce extreme poverty, control global 
warming, improve education and in general help all people to move 
forward. Unfortunately at this time no country in the world is on track to 
achieve the goals by 2030. Those interested in following the progress of 
various areas in Canada can view a map at https://map.bccic.ca/ 
  
The speaker also addressed the role that universities play in research, 
education and operation and governance. As well, many scholarly journals 
are becoming more activist in promoting the goals. He mentioned a 
website, SDGacademy.org where free on-line courses and educational 
materials are available. 
  
Following the interesting and informative presentation there were a few 
questions. It was also pointed out that CFUW had passed a resolution 
about the SDGs in 2016. 
  
Nancy Baker thanked the speaker for his enlightening presentation. 

https://map.bccic.ca/
http://sdgacademy.org/


  
Brenda Wright announced that there would be a five minute break before 
the start of the business meeting. 
  
Business Meeting 
  
Theresa MacDonald showed a seven minute slide show of our members 
and some of our activities in the past few months. She had added music 
and coordinated it with some of the slides. It was enjoyed by all present. 
  
At the conclusion of the slide show, Brenda gave her report. She stressed 
the importance of keeping in touch with each other and also some of our 
older members who can’t always join us on Zoom. Earlier some members 
had volunteered to call these members periodically and Brenda reminded 
us to please continue doing so. She also mentioned that the club has a 
Zoom account which is available to any interest group who would like to set 
up a virtual meeting. CFUW National had sent out a waiver at the end of 
the summer which we were asked to sign if holding face-to-face meetings. 
CFUW-Hamilton executive decided to draft our own guidelines which Trudi 
Down and Michelle McGinn kindly offered to write. This document was 
circulated to all members and is available to anyone who might have 
missed out on the original distribution. Lastly Brenda moved that the 
minutes of the September general meeting be approved as circulated. This 
was seconded by Barbara Ledger and carried. 
  
Wilma van Zwol gave the treasurer’s report. As of September 30 the 
General Fund had $6,873.22, plus $20,000 in GICs, and the Scholarship 
fund had $5744.74 plus a $5000 GIC. As of that date 44 members had paid 
their dues and as of October 20, 55 have paid. 
  
Cathy Tell spoke on behalf of the membership committee and noted that we 
had 70 members last year, but only 55 so far this year. She urged anyone 
present who hadn’t yet paid to please do so as soon as possible. The 
membership committee will soon begin calling members to remind them 
that dues need to be paid soon. 
  
Myrtle Greve gave the Ontario Council report and noted that Leslie Bell will 
be our Education Representative. Myrtle will continue as the Legislative 
Rep and Sheri Selway will continue as Status of Women Rep. The next 
meeting of Ontario Council will be November 21 and the topic is “Women in 



the Covid Economy”. Since the meetings are now held on-line any member 
can attend, but must register by November 19 on the CFUW Ontario 
Council website. There is no charge for these sessions. 
  
Debbie Welland gave the GWI report. GWI is running a series of four 
webinars on the topic: Raising Women’s Voices. They begin on Thursday 
October 22 and the remaining three will be on October 29, November 5 and 
November 12. Debbie reminded everyone that the times given are for 
Europe so it is important to sign up for the afternoon time slot. More 
information is available on the GWI website. 
  
Sheri Selway spoke briefly about Women’s History Month and the 
importance of remembering women who are working in difficult conditions 
during the pandemic. 
  
Pat Cino announced that the speaker for the November 17 general meeting 
will be Wendy Newman who will speak on Community Library 
Development. 
  
New Business 
Myrtle announced that we will try to collect personal care items and clothing 
for women and children at Inasmuch House as we have for the last several 
years. Details will be forthcoming. She also suggested that we wear purple 
to the November Zoom meeting to recognize Womens Abuse Prevention 
Month. 
  
The next Executive meeting will be on Zoom on Tuesday November 3 at 7 
p.m. 
The next General meeting will be on Zoom on Tuesday November 17 at 7 
p.m. 
  
CFUW Hamilton member Sheri Selway and her husband, Shawn and 
daughter Zoe are on a TVO program about Hamilton which airs at 9:00 
p.m. tonight. Cathy Tell’s daughter, Emma is also in the show. 
  
With that in mind the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.


