
Introduction and Welcome
The CFUW-Hamilton Annual General Meeting was held via Zoom on Tuesday, May 19, 2020. 
President Rosemary Knechtel called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m. and welcomed 27 
members. She began by reading the Territorial Land Acknowledgement, followed by the names 
of the current (2019-2020) CFUW-Hamilton executive.
Business Meeting
Debbie Welland moved that the meeting agenda be approved as circulated by email. The motion 
was seconded by Michelle McGinn and carried.
Next Rosemary gave a brief description of the voting procedure and other useful features of 
Zoom.
Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting be approved as 
circulated. The motion was seconded by Brenda Wright and carried with one abstention.
Brenda Wright moved that the 2019-20 Annual Report for CFUW-Hamilton be approved as 
circulated. The motion was seconded by Barbara Ledger and carried.
Treasurer report
Wilma van Zwol gave an explanation of the 2019-20 Financial Reports, noting that there was a 
deficit of $1,846.99 in the General Fund. She also noted that expenses exceeded receipts in the 
Scholarship fund by $1946.27 for this year, but the difference was made up by the previous 
balance. Wilma moved acceptance of the Treasurer’s report as distributed. The motion was 
seconded by Trudi Down.
Wilma then moved the acceptance of the 2020-21 Budget and this motion was seconded by Trudi 
Down. A question was raised as to the possibility of charging a fee or perhaps asking for a 
voluntary donation from visitors who attend our general meetings to hear the speaker. Rosemary 
suggested that this idea was worth considering at the next executive meeting. Doreen Knol 
mentioned that there was no decision yet on whether the Unitarian Church would be available for 
our meetings in the fall. We will, however, have a refund or possibly a credit coming for the two 
meetings missed this spring due to Covid-19. 
The motion to approve the budget carried. 
Wilma moved that CFUW-Hamilton fees for 2020-21 remain at $115 for a regular member, 
$57.50 for a dual member where Hamilton is the secondary club, and $57.50 for a student. Trudi 
Down seconded the motion and it carried.



                        
The Nominating committee report was presented by Myrtle Greve as follows:
President Brenda Wright
Vice-President TBD
Secretary Barbara Ledger, Debbie Welland
Membership Cathy Tell, Trudi Down
Treasurer Wilma van Zwol
Past President Rosemary Knechtel
Action and Advocacy Myrtle Greve, Sheri Selway
Scholarship Myrtle Greve
Publicity Cathy McPherson
Program Pat Stephenson-Cino, Nancy Baker
Goodwill Jan Armstrong
Social Christine Gerth, Theresa MacDonald, Joanne Carson
Newsletter Judith Purdell-Lewis
Website & Social Media Joanne Curtis
Ont. Council, Education TBD
Ont. Council, Legislation TBD
Ont. Council, Status of 
Women & Human Rights TBD
Archivist Christine Gerth
Fundraising TBD
 
There were no nominations from the floor and the proposed slate of officers was appointed by 
acclamation. It was noted that Michelle McGinn had agreed to continue as Parliamentarian, 
Debbie Welland will be the GWI liaison, and Doreen Knol will be in charge of rental 
accommodations for the general meetings. It was also suggested that the Fundraising position 
might be a committee as fundraising will be important in the next few years.
 
The installation of the executive was conducted by Rosemary Knechtel.
 
Next Rosemary introduced the Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws of CFUW national 
which will be voted on at the upcoming AGM (June 19-20). Several of the amendments were 
housekeeping issues which had been handled by the executive, but three of them were significant 
enough to bring to the membership.
MOTION 1 Weighted Voting
Move that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of amending Box 8 of the Articles of 
Continuance to allow weighted votes from Clubs as presented in the CFUW Articles and 
Bylaws (clauses 16-18).
The Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act requires that each member is entitled to one vote 
unless the Articles of Incorporation specify otherwise. Only CFUW clubs are members of CFUW 
national. This motion is meant to allow CFUW to continue to allocate votes based on the number 
of members in a specific club (weighted voting). Motion 1 was moved by Debbie Welland and 
seconded by Brenda Wright. After a brief discussion and question/answer period the motion 
carried.
 



MOTION 2  Voting by Non-Club Delegates
Move that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of deleting Clause 105 from the CFUW 
Articles and Bylaws to limit voting to members (i.e. clubs).
In the past Regional Directors, Past Presidents and other individuals have been granted a vote at 
the national AGM. This motion is designed to limit voting to the clubs only.
Motion 2 was moved by Brenda Wright and seconded by Debbie Welland and carried.
 
MOTION 3 Graduate Women Members
Move that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of amending Clause 7 of the CFUW 
Articles and Bylaws as proposed and deleting the corresponding definition in B to remove 
the requirement for a portion of CFUW members to be women graduates.
Currently a club can become a member of CFUW national only if at least 20% of the members 
are women graduates. This motion removes that condition and requires only that the club support 
the goals and values of CFUW.
Motion 3 was moved by Sheri Selway and seconded by Cathy McPherson and carried.
 
Our new president, Brenda Wright gave a brief talk about what CFUW has meant to her over the 
23 years that she has been a member. She stressed that friendships and camaraderie with other 
members has been the most enjoyable part of membership. Brenda also asked Rosemary to 
display the card and flower bouquet which Brenda dropped off at her house today. Brenda noted 
that Rosemary had extra work this year due to all of the changes which were made necessary by 
the Pandemic. Rosemary will be moving to British Columbia this summer, but she assures us that 
she will keep in touch and perhaps even join in when we meet via Zoom.
 
Barbara Ledger offered the Courtesies to thank everyone who contributed to the club’s success 
this year especially the executive and the interest group leaders.
 
Brenda announced that the June executive meeting will be held after the CFUW AGM is over. 
She will notify the executive once a date is set.
 
Rosemary adjourned the meeting at 1:15 p.m.


