
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting 
Held on-line via Zoom 
April 21, 2020 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 7:00 p.m. President Rosemary Knechtel called the meeting to order and welcomed 
25 members to our first-ever virtual general meeting. 
Rosemary expressed condolences and offered support to any of our members who 
might have relatives or friends in Nova Scotia where 22 innocent people were killed in a 
mass shooting and fire setting rampage over the weekend. She also mentioned that 
today is Queen Elizabeth’s 94th birthday and noted that this is the fifth week of our 
battle with the Pandemic virus. 
  
The minutes of the February 18, 2020 meeting were approved. 
  
Rosemary read the Land Acknowledgement.   
  
Business Meeting 
  
Prior to the start of the business portion it was noted that two members who were not 
able to attend had submitted proxy votes to members of the executive. 
  
The first order of business was a motion to provide a scholarship to a Youth in Extended 
Care. 
  
Moved that CFUW-Hamilton provide a one-time award of $1000.00 to the Children’s Aid 
Society (CAS) of Hamilton for qualifying youth in Extended Care. The recipient will be 
chosen by the CAS based on our criteria of a female student(s) who has been accepted 
to a college or university in Ontario. The award shall be called the CFUW-Hamilton 
Scholarship. This award is to be considered on an annual basis. 
Moved by Myrtle Greve 
Seconded by Trudi Down 
Carried 
  
Resolutions (Amendments are printed in bold type.) 
Resolution 1 presented by Rosemary Knechtel and Nancy Baker 
Canada Health Act and Application of Medically Necessary Services 
RESOLVED, that in order to maintain the integrity of the Canada Health Act, which 
guarantees accessibility and universality, the Canadian Federation of University Women 
(CFUW) urges the Federal Government to work with the provinces and territories to 
ensure transfer payments associated with provincial/territorial health ministries are 
based on a standardized definition and application of the term “medically necessary 
care”. 
  



MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of Resolution 1 on the Canada 
Health Act and Common Application of Medically Necessary Services, subject to the 
proposed amendment. 
  
Moved by Nancy Baker, seconded by Sheri Selway 
Carried 
  
Resolution 2 Cathy McPherson and Joanne Carson 
Payday Loans 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Federal 
Government to work with the provinces and the territories to lower the cap on the 
interest rate payday loan firms can charge;  
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Federal 
Government to encourage the Chartered Banks to make further efforts to facilitate 
short-term small loans. 
  
MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote against Resolution 2 on Payday Loans. 
  
Moved by Cathy McPherson, seconded by Joanne Carson. 
Carried 
  
  
Resolution 3-Trudi Down and Leslie Bell 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Government 
of Canada and the provincial, territorial and Indigenous governments, as well as the 
professional bodies, religious denominations and other entities named in the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, to work diligently toward achieving all 
ninety-four actions recommended in the document and to commit in writing to target 
completion dates for each category (Child Welfare, Education, Language & 
Culture, Health, Justice, Reconciliation). 
  
MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of Resolution 3 on Achieving the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, subject to the proposed 
amendments. 
Moved by Trudi Down, seconded by Leslie Bell 
Carried 
  
Resolution 4-Debbie Welland and Janis North 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges provinces, 
territories, municipalities, community groups and organizations, that have not already 
done so, to declare a climate emergency; 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Government 
of Canada, the provinces and territories, municipalities, community organizations and 
the corporate sector to draft and implement science-based action plans, directed 
at mitigating the factors creating this climate crisis and to prepare for the 
unavoidable consequences of climate change. 



  
MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of Resolution 4 on Climate 
Emergency – Declarations and Action Plans, subject to the proposed amendments. 
Moved by Debbie Welland, seconded by Janis North 
Carried 
  
Resolution 5-Sheri Selway and Carole Peters 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Government 
of Canada to further investigate avenues and develop effective policy to limit children’s 
ability to view pornography using internet or mobile technologies.  
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Government 
of Canada to investigate new technologies that might eliminate pop-up adverts as well 
as listings of related links to pornographic sites. 
  
The presenters were dissatisfied with the background material and supporting 
documents provided by those who proposed this resolution. For that reason they 
recommended voting against it. 
  
MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote against Resolution 5 on Protecting Children 
from Exposure and Access to Pornography and Sexual Violence on the Internet. 
Moved by Sheri Selway, Seconded by Carole Peters 
Carried                
  
Resolution 6-Doreen Knol 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Federal, 
Provincial, Municipal governments and Territories to immediately endorse the Protection 
of Communities and Exploited Persons Act and encourage law enforcement to 
implement new policies, procedures and guidelines including training so that the 
abovenamed law can be enforced and therefore work to end demand for paid sex, 
which is a cornerstone of the law. 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges the Federal, 
Provincial, Municipal governments and territories to work with and fund community 
stakeholders to provide exit strategies in the form of safe housing, health services, 
trauma counselling, and all the other services required for successful exiting for 
prostituted women and girls. 
Doreen recommended that we approve this resolution as it refers to a law passed five 
years ago and yet no action has been taken. 
  
MOVE that our delegate be asked to vote in favour of Resolution 6 on Enforcement of 
the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act. 
Moved by Doreen Knol, Seconded by Trudi Down 
Carried 
  
One final motion authorizing our delegate to use her judgement to cast votes on our 
behalf at the June AGM was made. 
  



MOVE that our delegate at the CFUW AGM be permitted to use her discretion to cast 
our votes as she feels the Club would wish, after she has seen the final version of these 
resolutions and any emergency resolutions and also heard the associated debate. 
Moved by Myrtle Greve, Seconded by Sheri Selway 
Carried 
  
Rosemary announced that both the May meetings would be held via Zoom. 
  
The May 5, 2020 executive meeting will be held at 3:00 p.m. 
The AGM will be held May 19, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. (The speaker and the luncheon at St. 
Andrews Church have been cancelled.) 
  
Rosemary adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.


