
Minutes of the CFUW-Hamilton General Meeting, October 15, 2019


The CFUW-Hamilton general meeting was held on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the First Unitarian Church on Dundurn Street South. President Rosemary Knechtel being out of 
town, past president Myrtle Greve chaired. Thirty members and visitors were present. 


Myrtle welcomed everyone, and gave a brief overview of CFUW’s objectives, mentioning that it 
is the hundredth anniversary of both CFUW and Graduate Women International (formerly IFUW) 
this year. She read Debbie Welland’s report on GWI, which is committed to bringing about  
positive change for women and girls around the world, and urged us to check out 
www.graduatewomen.org.


Myrtle then presented Catherine Duffy with a certificate recognizing her over-50-years’ 
membership in CFUW-Hamilton. Catherine is a past-president, and also held many other 
executive positions over the years.


Brenda Wright, author event chair, reminded everyone of the panel of mystery writers that we 
will be hosting on Sunday Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. at the Central Library. Our member Jill Downie will 
chat with Ian Hamilton and Melodie Campbell. Tickets are $15 and the proceeds go to our 
scholarship fund.


Doreen Knol introduced the evening’s speaker, Jeff Mahoney, longtime reporter and columnist 
at The Hamilton Spectator. In his wry, self-deprecating style, Jeff remarked that these are 
interesting times, politically and socially, and especially for print journalism, which he likened to 
gluten or lactose: not popular anymore. The Spectator’s giant presses are being dismantled 
and the building is up for sale; the newsroom is half the size it was 15 years ago. He remarked 
that as a society we have never needed the newspaper’s reasoned discourse more, yet it has 
never been more imperilled. After several questions from the audience, Sheri Selway expressed 
our thanks.


After a refreshment break, Myrtle called the business meeting to order. The minutes of the 
September meeting had been circulated by email and a print copy was also available. 


In treasurer Wilma van Zwol’s absence, Myrtle reported that to date, 55 memberships have 
been paid, and approximately $2500 has been donated to the Scholarship fund.


Announcements

Sheri Selway told us that October is Women’s History Month, an opportunity to celebrate 
women who have made an impact in our community. She and Cathy McPherson have 
arranged with the curator of Whitehern to have a talk and tour about the women of the 
illustrious McQuesten family, on Thursday Oct. 24 at 1:00. The event is free, but members and 
guests need to RSVP to Cathy.


Myrtle reported that she, Rosemary Knechtel and Brenda Wright attended Ontario Council in 
September, and that a report will appear in the next newsletter.


Pat Cino, Action and Advocacy chair, asked members to bring personal care items and 
clothing, for both women and children, to the November meeting for our annual collection for 
Inasmuch House. Also at that meeting, Pat will be selling scarves and ties, $20, for Inasmuch 
House’s annual fundraiser.


Social Convenor Christine Gerth thanked the Daytimers group for providing treats, and said 
she will be contacting other interest group leaders to get volunteers for upcoming meetings.


http://www.graduatewomen.org


Myrtle requested that members come early to meetings if possible to help set up the chairs, as 
that is not included in our rental fee, and asked that those who were able, stay to stack chairs 
and move tables afterward.


Doreen Knol invited everyone to attend next month on November 19, to hear Linda Lukasic, 
executive director of Environment Hamilton, speak on ‘Tackling the Plastics Plague — What 
Can We Do?’


The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.



