
 CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting 
September 17, 2019 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 7:00 p.m. President Rosemary Knechtel called the 
meeting to order and welcomed 40 members and guests to 
our inaugural general meeting of the 2019-20 program year. 
In light of the 100th anniversary of CFUW, photo albums of 
CFUW members and events from the past were on display 
at the front of the room. Members were invited to take a look 
at them during the refreshment break. Rosemary also 
welcomed Mary Jane Waszynski our Regional Director for 
Ontario South. Rosemary then read the Land 
Acknowledgement and outlined the purpose and activities of 
CFUW. Mary Jane came forward to bring greetings and 
congratulate CFUW-Hamilton on our 94th year of operation. 
  
Prior to beginning the presentation of awards, Myrtle 
announced that long-time member Pat Lyons passed away 
on September 10. The obituary will be in the Hamilton 
Spectator on Saturday September 21. 
  
Awards 
In recognition of the 100th anniversary CFUW-national 
presented a Sage Award to the longest serving member in 
each local club. Our Sage Award went to Doreen 
McKerracher who has been a member since 1952. Doreen 
was on hand to receive her award and was presented with a 
certificate and a rose. 
  
CFUW-Hamilton also chose to honour members who have 
belonged to the club for 50 or more years. Beatrice 
Deadman, Eileen Canfor and Marilyn Mallard were present 



to receive the recognition. In addition Catherine Duffy, 
Sandra Gmell, and Helen Hadden who were not present will 
be receiving certificates. Myrtle concluded by thanking these 
women for all they have done for CFUW-Hamilton over the 
years and stating how proud we are to have seven members 
with more than fifty years of membership and noted that 
several other members are nearing that milestone. 
  
AGM report  
Myrtle and Rosemary gave a report on the national AGM 
held in Winnipeg this past summer. They were especially 
impressed with the venue for the meeting, the Fort Garry 
Hotel. This hotel was also the site of the first CFUW meeting 
in 1919. As part of the anniversary celebration 100 notable 
women were honoured. Mary Jane was invited to add her 
thoughts. She mentioned that our display board which Cathy 
McPherson has prepared was well-received by the 
representatives from other clubs and was the topic of 
conversation during breaks. 
  
Interest Groups 
Vice president Brenda Wright introduced the eleven interest 
groups which operate as part of our club. Each of the groups 
had a representative come forward to describe the focus of 
the group as well as the meeting time and place. Members 
were reminded that all of this information is available in the 
newsletter which comes out three times a year. 
  
Just before the break, Debbie Welland announced that a few 
extra copies of the 2018-19 Annual Report were available on 
the table near the door. Anyone who had not received 
one  was invited to pick one up. 
  



Refreshment break 
Rosemary suggested we have a longer-than-usual 
refreshment break to give everyone adequate time to peruse 
the interest group lists, sample the beautiful cake supplied by 
our social convenors, Theresa and Christine, and of course 
mix and mingle with the others present. 
Regional Director, Mary Jane Waszynski and SAGE award 
winner Doreen McKerracher had the honour of cutting the 
CFUW 100th anniversary cake. 
  
Announcements 
                              
Rosemary announced that Marilyn Hill had supplied 
information about the International Day of Older Persons, 
Tuesday October 1 from 10:00-2:00 at 100 Main St. W. in 
Hamilton. The event will feature displays and presentations 
and is free and open to the public.         
  
Brenda reminded everyone to get their tickets to the author 
event featuring Jill Downie interviewing authors, Ian Hamilton 
and Melodie Campbell. This year it will be held on Sunday, 
October 27 at 2:00 pm in the Hamilton Central Library. 
Tickets are $15 each. 
            
Membership co-chairs Trudi and Cathy thanked those who 
have already paid their fees for this year and urged others to 
pay as soon as possible. They welcomed new members and 
asked everyone to bring a friend to a general meeting this 
fall in the hopes of increasing our membership this year. 
  
Pat Cino announced that the speaker for our October 15 
meeting will be Jeff Mahoney from the Hamilton Spectator. 
Jeff is known for his interesting and creative stories so it 



should be a fun evening. The meeting will be at 7:00 pm at 
the First Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn St. South. 
The speaker on November 19 will be Lynda Lukasic who will 
discuss pollution, especially related to plastics. 
  
Sheri Selway mentioned that October 11 is the International 
Day of the Girl and October 18 is Persons Day in Canada. 
On this day in 1929 women were officially included in the 
legal definition of person. More information can be found 
at https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/index-en.html. 
  
The dates for the Ontario Council meetings in Toronto are 
October 5, November 30 and March 7. Anyone who is 
interested is welcome to attend, but must register in 
advance. 
  
Barbara Ledger invited us all to participate in a contest 
currently being run by the Hamilton Public Library. She had 
sheets to distribute to those interested in participating. 
Information on “The Nautilus Gears of Dr. Tiberius Hess” can 
be found at hpl.ca/gears. 
  
Rosemary adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
Debbie Welland 
	


