
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting 
April 16, 2019 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 7:10 p.m. Past President Myrtle Greve called the meeting to order and welcomed 19 
members and guests to Sackville Hill Seniors Recreation Centre. The Land Acknowledgement 
was displayed on the screen. Myrtle gave a brief overview of the purpose and activities of 
CFUW. 

A moment of silence was observed for member, Sammara Wallace who recently passed away. 

Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the March 19 General meeting be approved as 
circulated. This motion was seconded by Cathy McPherson and carried. 
  
Program 
Michelle McGinn introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Kendra Coulter of Brock University, who 
spoke on the topic, “Labours of Love: The Place of Care in our Current and Future 
Relationships with Animals.” Dr. Coulter began by comparing care and care work to a lens, 
through which we can view our interactions with animals and also focus on individual aspects of 
our relationships. The multi-species approach to care can be viewed as having three 
components: Human for animals, Animals for humans, and Animals for animals. During her talk 
she gave many examples of animals caring for other animals and humans. Much of the work in 
animal rescue, veterinary science, and with therapy animals is now being done by women. She 
also showed pictures of the terrible conditions endured by animals such as pigs, chickens and 
cattle being raised in factory farms. 

Dr. Coulter asked us to consider if we could allow animals to engage in their own care work and 
if we as humans, can reduce or replace our reliance on animals’ bodies and babies. She also 
referred us to her website HumaneJobs.org and her Twitter account, @DrKendraCoulter. 
After a brief question period, Doreen Knol thanked the speaker and explained that CFUW 
doesn’t have any resolutions regarding care and consideration of animals. 
  
Refreshment break 
  
Business meeting 
Myrtle called the business meeting to order at 8:20 and reminded everyone that next year all 
general meetings will be held at The First Unitarian Church on Dundurn St. She also reminded 
us of the Ontario Council AGM to be held May 10-11 in Toronto. 
  
The GWI report presented by Debbie Welland focused on the eight young women PhD students 
from Benin, USA, Canada, Nepal, Mexico, India, Switzerland, and Ireland who received grants 
or fellowships from GWI this year. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
Trudi Down gave the treasurer’s report. 
            General Fund              $  3,402.39 
            Development Fund      $ 10,500.87 
            Scholarship Fund         $ 12,350.42 

http://humanejobs.org/


Announcements 
                        

Christine Gerth announced she has May 21 dinner tickets available for $50. All tickets must be 
purchased by May 15 so she can confirm the number of meals with the staff at the Waterfront 
Centre. Christine also thanked the HEAL interest group for providing the refreshments this 
evening. 

Cathy McPherson presented the results of the membership survey which she initiated at the last 
meeting. She had 43% response which according to Google is typical for this type of survey. 
Most of the respondents liked the idea of having two afternoon meetings in the winter. Most also 
agreed with the meeting times although a few thought 7:00 p.m. was too early to start. Some 
members suggested that those coming to the meeting could bring their evening meal with them. 
The majority of respondents liked the idea of having our AGM with a meal and a speaker; 
however a majority preferred a luncheon over an evening meal as we currently have. Some 
members also offered suggestions for guest speakers and possible ways of attracting new 
members. 

The CFUW-Hamilton 100th anniversary committee is sponsoring a Jane’s Walk on May 3 
beginning at 10:45 at City Hall and a second Jane’s Walk on May 4 at 10:00 at YWCA, 75 
MacNab Street South. Each walk will last approximately 2 hours and will focus on women’s 
issues, past and present. The walks are being led by Sheri Selway and Cathy McPherson. 
  
Myrtle announced that all executive positions have been filled and Brenda Wright has agreed to 
be Vice President for 2019-2020 
  
Brenda Wright announced that Author’s Night will be held on Sunday, October 27, 2019 and will 
feature Jill Downie interviewing authors, Ian Hamilton and Melodie Campbell. It will be held in 
the afternoon. Exact time and place will be announced at a later date. 
  
Our new Goodwill Ambassador, Jan Armstrong asked that all members let her know when a 
significant event occurs in the life of one of our members. Jan will send a card on behalf of the 
club. 
  
The next general meeting is our Dinner and AGM, Tuesday, May 21 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Waterfront Centre, 555 Bay Street North. The speaker will be Dr. Darlene Ciuffetelli Parker who 
will explain how educators and organizations can collaborate to enhance public confidence in 
Ontario classrooms by understanding marginalized youth. 
  
  
The next executive meeting will be May 7, 2019. 
  
Contributions for our annual report are to be submitted to Debbie Welland, no later than May 3, 
2019. 
  
As May is Women’s History Month, members who will be attending our AGM on May 21 are 
asked to wear white in honour of suffragettes. 
  
Myrtle adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m.


