
CFUW-Hamilton, Minutes of the General Meeting 
March 19, 2019 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 7:05 p.m. President Rosemary Knechtel called the meeting to order and welcomed 
23 members to Sackville Hill Seniors Recreation Centre. The Land Acknowledgement 
was read by Rosemary. She also reminded all present of the 100th anniversary being 
celebrated by our national organizaion this year. At the beginning of the meeting Cathy 
McPherson distributed a survey about meeting times and places to be completed by 
those present. The survey will also be available on-line for those that are not at the 
meetings. 
  
Program 
Rosemary introduced Linda Gill, chair of the Action and Advocacy Committee. The 
March general meeting features the CFUW advocacy policy as represented by annual 
resolutions. As there are no new resolutions to discuss this year, the members of the 
committee prepared reports on progress which has been made on resolutions passed in 
recent years. 
  
Linda reported on clean, adequate and readily available drinking water on reservations 
in Canada. Using slides from Garden Hill, Manitoba Linda showed that although some 
progress has been made there are still indigenous people who are relying on cisterns 
for clean drinking water. There are also still some reservations with long term boil water 
advisories. 
  
Linda introduced Theresa MacDonald who reported on Bill C-14: Medical Assistance in 
Dying. This law which was passed in 2015, permits individuals to choose a physician /
nurse practitioner assisted death in certain circumstances. Theresa’s presentation 
included a video of a woman who felt she had to choose to die earlier than necessary 
as the current law does not permit advanced consent. If she were to become 
unconscious or mentally incompetent she would not be able to give consent at the time 
of her death. The video was a plea to amend the law so that individuals who have been 
approved for Medical Assistance in Dying could opt for advanced consent. CFUW 
members were encouraged to stay informed as the debate about this legislation 
continues.  
  
Jan Armstrong spoke next about Universal Pharmacare. In 2018 the federal government 
formed an Advisory Committee under the leadership of Dr. Eric Hoskins to study the 
feasibility of a universal plan for prescription drugs in Canada. The new federal budget 
of March 19, 2019 contained a provision to form a new agency to buy drugs in bulk and 
thus lower the costs of prescription drugs. Jan will continue to monitor this issue and 
report any new developments at the September meeting. 
  
The next speaker was Myrtle Greve who reported on an advocacy issue for our 100th 
anniversary. Grandparents for Child Care has been formed to collect stories about child 
care from parents with children in that age group. The ultimate goal is to have 1% of 



GDP devoted to child care. Myrtle cited examples of other places such as Quebec and 
British Columbia where child care costs are much more manageable than in Ontario. 
  
Sheri Selway spoke about violence against women. She dedicated her portion of the 
program to Tina Fontaine of Manitoba who died in August 2014 at the age of 15. She 
lived with her great-aunt on the Sagkeeng First Nation reserve. She never received 
counseling and mental health support even though both were recommended for her. 
Canada’s National Strategy has three pillars: 1. Prevention, 2. Support for survivors and 
3. Responsive legal and justice system. $100 million in funding over five years has been 
allocated for this cause. CFUW advocates for legislation and has six initiatives on this 
issue. Sheri encouraged us to follow this topic. It seems to always be in progress, but 
there is a need for better organization and coordination so that more changes can be 
made. 
  
The last topic was Women in Skilled Trades, but Doreen Knol is still recovering from 
surgery and was not present to discuss the issue. 
Pat Cino also mentioned the Basic Income program which was recently cancelled by 
the Ontario government. This action left many Hamilton families in a difficult situation. 
  
Myrtle asked our members to support the current campaign for a living wage for 
Hamilton city workers . 
  
Rosemary thanked the Action and Advocacy committee for their hard work. She thanked 
the executive for providing the refreshments and invited everyone to have a ten minute 
break. 
  
Refreshment break 
  
Business meeting 
Following the break, Rosemary called the business meeting to order and asked us to 
observe a moment of silence for long-time member Florence Joy Williams who recently 
passed away. 
  
Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the February 19, 2019 meeting be approved 
as circulated. The motion was seconded by Trudi Down and carried. 
  
There was no GWI report, but Rosemary did mention that the CFUW national office is 
working on paying our dues to GWI. 
  
Ontario Council 
Rosemary, Cathy McPherson and Myrtle attended the Standing Committee meetings in 
Toronto on March 2. They reported some interesting talks on the topic of encouraging 
women to run for elected office. The group “Daughters of the Vote” sponsors young 
women who want to enter politics to visit the legislature and see what is involved. 
Another group in Guelph is promoting a better ballot campaign which will focus on the 
issues rather than personal attacks. 



  
Treasurer’s Report 
Trudi Down gave the treasurer’s report. 
            General Fund              $  3,3551.69 
            Development Fund      $ 10,500.87 
            Scholarship Fund         $ 13,345.64 
                        
            Christine Gerth announced that the May dinner tickets are now available for $50 
and several have already been sold. 
            Cathy Tell introduced new member, Carol Peters. 
            Myrtle also announced that our club sold only two tickets for the Charitable Trust 
‘Day at the Shaw’. 
            Cathy McPherson encouraged those present to help themselves to the business 
cards which promote our club and program. She also mentioned that she sent out a 
media release for International Women’s Day celebrating our 100th anniversary. 
            The Hamilton 100th anniversary committee has several projects in the works for 
the remainder of the year. The special scholarships have already been paid, and Trudi 
has made a contribution to the national history book on our behalf. In addition our 50+ 
year members will be honoured at the May dinner and Doreen McKerracher will receive 
a Sage Award from the national office as our longest serving member. Doreen has been 
a member for 67 years. 
Announcements 
Rosemary announced that a vice president is still needed and that Doreen Knol and Pat 
Cino will be planning the program for next year. 
  
Sheri announced that Equal Pay Day is April 9. This reflects the gender pay gap. 
  
Michelle announced that the speaker for the April 16 general meeting is Dr. Kendra 
Coulter of Brock University who will be speaking about our relationship with animals. 
  
Due to timing issues and room availability all general meetings (except the AGM in May) 
will be held at the First Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn St., Hamilton for the 2019-20 
program year. Once again the January and February meetings will be held in the 
afternoon. 
  
The next executive meeting will be May 7, 2019. 
Rosemary adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.


