
CFUW-Hamilton 
Minutes of the General Meeting 
February 19, 2019 
  
Introduction and Welcome 
At 1:30 p.m. Past President Myrtle Greve called the meeting to order and welcomed 30 
members and guests to First Unitarian Church. The Land Acknowledgement was 
displayed on the screen. 
  
Myrtle gave an overview of the purpose of CFUW at the local, national and international 
levels and reported that President Rosemary Knechtel was unable to attend the meeting 
due to a death in the family. Myrtle mentioned CFUW’s 100th anniversary being 
celebrated this year with the annual general meeting being held in Winnipeg in August. 
Myrtle thanked the Art Appreciation group for providing the refreshments and invited 
everyone to enjoy them at the conclusion of the talk. 
  
Speaker 
Michelle McGinn introduced Dr. Arig al Shaibah, Associate Vice-President, Equity and 
Inclusion, McMaster University. Dr. al Shaibah began her position at McMaster in April 
2018, but she has 17 years of prior experience at educational institutions.   
  
She began her talk by defining equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI). She stressed that 
equity doesn’t mean that each person is treated exactly the same way, but rather each 
person receives what he or she needs in a given situation. The framework followed at 
McMaster is known as “Crucible Concepts” which means to move beyond charity, 
commerce and compliance and toward conciousness and creativity/quality. 
  
Dr. al Shaibah discussed the Ontario Human Rights code and showed us a survey from 
2010 which indicated that half of the population is bigoted or intolerant and half is 
somewhat intolerant or tolerant. She also gave examples of micro-aggressions which 
are unintentional indications of bias. 
  
After a brief question and answer session, Michelle thanked the speaker and described 
three items of advocacy which CFUW has undertaken in recent years with respect to 
this topic. 
  
Refreshment break 
  
Business meeting (20 members in attendance) 
Following the twenty minute break, Myrtle called the business meeting to order. 
  
Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the January 15, 2019 meeting be approved 
as circulated. The motion was seconded by Barbara Ledger and carried. 
  
Debbie Welland gave a brief presentation about our international affiliate, Graduate 
Women International (GWI). She announced that GWI had made some progress in 



improving educational opportunities for girls beyond grade 9 in Pakistan. The Pakistani 
government recently introduced a bill to change the legal marriage age to 18. It is hoped 
that this will encourage more girls to stay in school through high school age. 
International Education Day was January 24, 2019 and Debbie listed some of the issues 
found in the GWI press briefing on that day. 
  
Myrtle announced that four members will be attending the Ontario Council Standing 
committee meetings in Toronto on March 2. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
Trudi Down gave the treasurer’s report. 
            General Fund              $ 3,939.59 
            Development Fund      $10,500.87 
            Scholarship Fund         $13,322.77 
            
New Business 
            Christine Gerth announced that the May dinner will be held on May 21 at the 
Waterfront Centre and the tickets will be $50 this year. 
            On behalf of the Scholarship committee Myrtle announced that our 100th 
anniversary contribution will be divided, with $2500 going to the Charitable Trust and 
$2500 going to the Children’s Aid society of Hamilton for their program for Crown wards 
who are aging out of the system. Our donation will be designated for a female student 
who is attending college or university. Myrtle also announced that the Charitable Trust 
‘Day at the Shaw’ will be May 8 at 2:00 pm and the show will be Brigadoon. The 
deadline to sign up is February 25. 
            Cathy McPherson announced that a member survey will soon be circulated by 
email to gauge reaction to our afternoon meetings in January and February. Opinions 
will also be sought about the May AGM to determine if members would prefer a 
luncheon or perhaps no meal at all to control costs. Myrtle expressed our thanks to 
Cathy for the work she has done on our new display board which was at the meeting for 
all to see. 
            Judith reported that the deadline for the April/May/June newesletter will be 
March 3. She asked for submissions of pictures, stories or reports from interest groups. 
            Mary Tompkins reported on the new members potluck to be held Wednesday, 
February 20 at the home of Brenda Wright. As snow and freezing rain are forecast it 
was agreed that a decision would be made by noon on Wednesday as to whether the 
event should be rescheduled. 
            Pat Cino announced that the program for the March resolution meeting will be a 
review of progress made on previous resolutions as there are no new resolutions to 
study this year. 
            The next executive meeting will be March 5, 2019. 
  
Myrtle adjourned the meeting at 3:35 p.m.


