
CFUW-Hamilton 

Minutes of the General Meeting 

January 15, 2019 

  
Introduction and Welcome 

At 1:30 p.m. President Rosemary Knechtel called the meeting to 
order and welcomed fifty-two members and guests to First 
Unitarian Church. The Land Acknowledgement was displayed on 
the screen and Rosemary read it and informed those present that 
it would be read and/or displayed at the beginning of every 
general meeting. 
  
As several members of Blooms for Africa were joining us, 
Rosemary gave a somewhat more detailed overview of the 
purpose of CFUW at the local, national and international levels. 
She explained our monthly general meetings as well as our 
Interest Groups and Scholarship Fund. She also invited our 
guests to stay for refreshments at the conclusion of the talk. 
  
Speaker 

Doreen Knol introduced Gail Rappolt of Blooms for Africa which 
was organized in 2006 as part of the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
(SLF). Gail told us that $260,000 has been raised to support 
programs in Africa since 2006. Not long after the group was 
formed some of the members joined individuals from other 
countries on a trip to Uganda organized by SLF. The trip was 
undertaken to learn about the country and their needs. SLF paired 
with the Roman Catholic Church to provide treatment and 
information to help the people deal with AIDS. Gail showed us 
pictures of a mobile clinic which is used to reach people living in 
the remote areas of Uganda. 
  
During her talk Gail emphasized that there is a difference 
between development and solidarity. She also told us that they 
were instructed not to cry when confronted with some of the more 
desperate situations. They do not want to make the people feel 



hopeless. She also stressed that SLF is doing things with people 
not for people. Similarly the visitors were asked not to take 
pictures of the Ugandans to avoid ‘Poverty Porn.’ 
  
At the conclusion of the talk Michelle thanked the speaker and 
mentioned the many resolutions in the CFUW policy book which 
are applicable. These include resolutions on ecology and 
pesticides, HIV/AIDS, as well as the right to education. 
  
Refreshment break 

  
Business meeting (22 members in attendance) 

Following the twenty-five minute break, Rosemary called the 
business meeting to order. 
  
Debbie Welland moved that the minutes of the November 20, 
2018 meeting be approved as circulated. The motion was 
seconded by Brenda Wright and carried. 
  
Debbie Welland gave a brief presentation about our international 
affiliate, Graduate Women International (GWI). She reminded 
those present that GWI was founded as IFUW in 1919 and is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. She stressed that in 
those 100 years it has grown from 3 member nations to 60 
member nations with individual members in another 40 countries. 
Debbie mentioned that currently GWI is studying ways to improve 
the access to technology for women, particularly in developing 
countries. They are also working with the Pakistani government to 
improve the access to education for girls in that country. Currently 
only 13% of girls are still in school by the time they reach grade 9. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
Trudi Down gave the treasurer’s report. 
            General Fund              $9,117.34 

            Development Fund      $10,500.87 

            Scholarship Fund         $12,756.87 



            In response to a question from Barbara Ledger, Trudi said 
she will investigate the need to spend the scholarship money 
received from donations and bequests. 
  
New Business 

            Cathy McPherson announced that there is a women’s 
event and march at Hamilton City Hall this Saturday, January 19. 
Several of our members are planning to attend. There will be 
speakers and activities to promote women in the community. 
            Cathy Tell reported that we now have 67 paid members. 
She reminded us to bring friends to future general meetings 
especially the upcoming February meeting which will also be held 
in the afternoon. She also suggested that the Blooms for Africa 
members might be interested in joining CFUW. 
            Cathy McPherson moved that up to $300 be spent to 
acquire a display board and carrying case which could be used at 
events to publicize our club. The display will be entitled ‘Did You 
Know?’ and will contain updated information about our interest 
groups and advocacy activities as well as our history. The motion 
was seconded by Dorothy Gruggen and carried. 
            Linda Gill spoke on behalf of Myrtle Greve, who is away, 
about an Anti-Poverty Group in Hamilton which has composed a 
letter urging the provincial government to raise social assistance 
levels. Linda provided copies of the letter which could be signed 
by those present and will be mailed to the Honourable Lisa 
MacLeod, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, 
by the Anti-Poverty group. 
            Christine Gerth thanked the Readers’ Circle group for 
providing the refreshments. 
            Michelle McGinn reminded us that the speaker for the 
February meeting will be Dr. Arig al Shaibah, from McMaster 
University. Dr. al Shaibah will describe how inclusive leadership 
can help achieve the goals of equity, diversity and inclusion. 
            Rosemary announced the next Executive meeting will be 
held February 5 at her home at 7:00 p.m. and thanked Doreen 



Knol for facilitating the rental of the Unitarian Church space for the 
meeting. 
  
Rosemary adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m.


