
 
Draft Minutes of the CFUW-Hamilton General meeting 
September 2018 
 
Introduction and Welcome 
Prior to beginning the meeting Rosemary read a Territorial 
acknowledgement to our aboriginal friends that had been 
prepared by Michelle in recognition of the club’s commitment 
to the Truth and Reconciliation principles. 
  
President Rosemary Knechtel welcomed thirty-one returning 
members, new members and guests to the General Meeting 
at the Sackville Hill Seniors Recreation Centre. She 
reminded the group that membership fees were due by 
October 16 and asked Interest Group leaders to pass that 
message on to their members. 
  
CFUW is a national organization of women working together 
to improve education and opportunities for women nationally 
and internationally through letter-writing campaigns and 
advocacy. CFUW has 100 clubs across Canada with over 
10,000 members. It is one of the premiere women’s groups 
in the country and, as such, is frequently asked to provide 
input into social issues. As an example of this, Linda Gill will 
be representing the club at an upcoming committee meeting 
on pharmacare organized by the NDP leader and local MPs. 
  
Linda has also agreed to take over the Action and Advocacy 
chair, replacing Pat Cino who is stepping aside to care for 
her husband. 
  
Online AGM 
Michelle reported on this year’s national annual general 



meeting, held for the first time online and replacing the 
traditional conference format bringing delegates together in 
one venue. The online approach was not only cost effective 
but more accessible with all members able to participate and 
the entire proceedings documented and available on the 
CFUW website. Six members of the Hamilton Club, including 
delegate Myrtle Greve, spent the day at the Unitarian Church 
listening to the event and communicating by computer. 
Michelle presented a live recording of part of the 
proceedings as Hamilton made a motion to ensure that a 
quorum was available online before each vote. The motion 
passed and resulted in an amendment to the Standing Rules 
for the rest of the day. 
  
In the past, the annual conference would also include 
workshops, networking and a fundraising event for the 
Charitable Trust. Michelle provided details of a webinar to be 
held Saturday, October 13 to replace the fundraiser. 
Speakers will be Earlyn Sharpe, a CFUW member who has 
been instrumental in the design and planning of the first 
ever Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.); and Alana Robert, who 
is a recent winner of the CFUW Aboriginal Women’s Award. 
Deadline for registering is October 10 and donations are 
welcome. 
  
Next year’s AGM, celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
CFUW, will be held in Winnipeg, August 15-17, 2019. 
  
Interest Groups 
Rosemary then introduced the leaders – or, if a leader was 
not present, a member of each group – who spoke briefly 
about the group’s activities and date and time of meeting. 
The groups are Action and Advocacy, Art Appreciation, 



Bridge, Creative Writing, Daytimers, Deja Lu, Friday group, 
HEAL, Modern Books, Out and About and Readers’ Circle. 
Meeting times and contacts are included in the club’s Fall 
2018 newsletter, Happenings. Much of the strength of the 
CFUW comes from the continued interaction of interest 
group members. Sign-up sheets for each group were 
available at the meeting. 
  
Program: Welcome to the year ahead  
After a break for refreshments, Program Chairs, Michelle 
McGinn and Doreen Knol, gave a brief overview of the 
General Meeting speakers for the upcoming year. The 
speakers, and their topics, are included in both the Fall 
newsletter and the 2018-2019 program folder. 
  
In support of the Truth and Reconciliation movement, 
Doreen introduced a short film entitled The Power of 
Laughter. It dealt with an Indigenous woman who was 
undergoing therapy and the healing benefits of getting 
together with women friends and cooking together as a 
group and having fun. 
  
Following the showing of the film, groups of five or six 
members at separate tables discussed the film and how they 
reacted to it. This was just one of six films that were made by 
young Indigenous filmmakers, and hosted by Reconciliation 
Canada. The following is a link to all of the 
videos: http://reconciliationcanada.ca/category/video/reconcil
iation-on-film/ 
  
Other business / Closing remarks 
Rosemary thanked Michelle and Doreen for the interesting 
film, which gave insight into one afternoon of Indigenous 



women enjoying spending time together. 
  
After a discussion with the president of the Vancouver, 
Rosemary has sent a letter to the National office expressing 
our interest in supporting the international group GWI. 
Seventeen clubs across Canada have sent letters of support 
and a request that GWI dues be paid for the next year. She 
had replies from some Board members thanking her. 
  
Linda pointed out that the disconnect between our National 
office and the GWI has been ongoing for a few years and 
that perhaps a mediator might be useful. Debbie will 
continue bringing the membership up to date with GWI 
happenings. 
  
The next Ontario Council will be held Sept. 29. The speaker 
is Andrea O’Reilly and the subject is the changing role of 
motherhood in the past 80 years. Rosemary, Myrtle and 
Sheri will attend. 
  
Rosemary pointed out that we are still lacking a vice-
president and program chairs for the 2019-2020 year. She 
thanked new member Cathy McPherson who has agreed to 
take on the role of Publicity Chair replacing Jan Armstrong. 
  
Next meeting: October 16. The speaker is Dr. Karen 
Trollope-Kumar and the subject is Body Brave, a local not-
for-profit organization that helps individuals and families with 
eating disorders such as anorexia, bulimia and binge eating. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jo Newton 
	


