
Draft Minutes  November 15, 2016 - CFUW  Hamilton  General Meeting 
  
Call to Order and Welcome 
President Debbie Welland called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 15 at the Sackville Hill Senior’s Recreation Centre welcoming 56 
members and guests. The following announcements were made: 
1. The purple scarves from Mission Services for supporting women’s shelters 
have been sold out unless the interest group leaders still have any left.  
2. Raffle tickets for the mini-iPad to support the Scholarship Fund are being sold 
tonight until after refreshment time when the winning ticket will be drawn. 
3. Thanks were given to The Bridge Interest Group for bringing refreshments for 
the October meeting and to the Readers’ Circle Group for this meeting. 

Guest Speaker 
Theresa MacDonald introduced the guest speaker, Sandra Joyce who is an 
author and Vice President of British Home Children Group International. Her 
presentation was entitled Finding Family at the Tower.  Since finding out after his 
death that her father was a British Home Child she has researched and written 
about the 100,000 children who were sent to Canada between 1869 and 1939 to 
become indentured farm workers or domestics. Most of these child migrants 
were between the ages of 8 and 16 but some were even younger. While about a 
third of these children were treated fairly, it was a hard and lonely life for many of 
the rest who were not accepted kindly by the families or communities where they 
were sent to work and live. It has been an emotional journey of discovery for 
Sandra Joyce who through her research has actually found cousins still in 
England. One of these cousins is Moira Cameron, the only Woman Beefeater at 
the Tower of London.  
Jan Armstrong thanked the speaker and at the break there was a display of 
Sandra’s books for sale. 
  
During the refreshment time we were invited to look at the layout for the design 
for the proposed CFUW Hamilton portable sign. It was announced that the 
Advocacy interest group meeting was cancelled for this month. The mini-iPad 
was won by one of our guests. 
  
Business Meeting 
It was necessary to revise the circulated minutes for the October meeting as the 
amounts of the Treasurer’s totals had not been summarized correctly. The 
Treasurer’s Report as of September 30, 2016 should have read as follows: 
General Fund                                                         $8961.40 
Development Fund                                                 $10,500.87 
Total Balance in Chequing Account                       $19,462.27 
Scholarship Fund                                                   $12,308.06 



Following this revision, it was moved by Margaret Johnson, and seconded by 
Myrtle Greve that the minutes be approved. The motion was carried. 
  
Trudi Down gave the Treasurer’s Report as of October 31 as follows: 
General Fund                                                            $10,991.64 
Development Fund                                                    $10,500.87 
Total Balance in Chequing Account                          $21,492.51 
Scholarship Fund                                                      $12,821.93 
Trudi informed us that we had 69 members so far including one dual member. 
She congratulated the members on their generous donations to the Scholarship 
Fund this fall which totalled $2,738.76 
  
Pat Cino read a letter of appreciation from Valerie Sadler of Mission Services 
thanking CFUW Hamilton for their past support for Inasmuch House. Tonight 
members have once again donated toys and personal items to be delivered to 
this worthy cause. The next collection will be at the February 2017 general 
meeting. 
  
Barbara Ledger has business cards which we may give out to promote our club. 
It was suggested that women who are just retiring may be a good target for 
CFUW. Flyers are available to pick up and display for our general meetings in 
2017. There is a Media for Mobile Devices workshop given by Wayne MacPhail 
on Thursday, November 18, 2016. Any who would like to attend may see Barbara 
and there may be a draw for a free ticket. 
  
Debbie Welland spoke about the report due to come out in early December 
which will give direction and perhaps recommend what action should be taken by 
our national organization on the GWI increase in fees. There will be a Special 
Electronic General Meeting on January 30 from 6 to 8 p.m. Eastern Time. Any 
member can register to attend 
this meeting  (online). There will be opportunities to ask questions and make 
comments or motions. Debbie will keep us informed concerning the report, the 
meeting and any new developments. 
  
Barbara Ledger and Linda Gill have been working on the design for the proposed 
sign for our club. It would stand about 80 inches high and would roll up in a 
carrying case. It would be very useful to display at the door for our general 
meetings to draw attention to this group. The cost was quoted to be $127.55 
including tax and shipping. Linda Gill made the motion to spend up to $150.00 for 
the new sign. The motion was seconded by Doreen Knol and carried. 
  
Ellen Gillespie announced that the Friday Group would meet this week at the 
Native Women’s Centre and that guests were welcome to attend. 



  
Modern Books Group will be holding the annual Christmas shopping opportunity 
for CFUW members at Bryan Prince Booksellers in Westdale. From now until 
Christmas a percentage of the profits of books purchased by members will be 
returned to the group. 
  
Judith Purdell-Lewis reminded members that the deadline for sending in items for 
the next newsletter is November 20. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Johnson 


