
Minutes – September 20, 2016   CFUW  Hamilton   General Meeting 
  
President Debbie Welland welcomed 36 returning members and guests to the 
new meeting place of CFUW Hamilton at Sackville Hill Seniors’ Recreation 
Centre at 7 p.m. 
  
Member Marilyn Hill presented a brief history of her family and told the inspiring 
story of how Sackville Hill, her ancestor, came from England in 1883 at the age of 
seventeen with almost nothing, and by hard labour eventually founded a 
successful family business, Sackville Hill Builders’ Supply. Sackville Harry Hill 
had nine children, many of whom worked in the business. He was known and 
respected as a generous benefactor. Shortly before his death in 1950, he  
donated 20 acres and $75,000 to the city to fund a park on the site. As a result 
we are meeting in the Sackville Hill Seniors’ Recreation Centre on the land given 
by Marilyn’s grandfather. 
Debbie introduced guest Heather Foss, the new CFUW Regional Director for 
Ontario South. 
  
With Heather assisting, Marilyn cut the ribbon in a ceremony to signify our first 
meeting at Sackville Hill. 
  
Heather Foss brought greetings from Ontario Council President Sandra 
Thomson, and  National President Karen Dunnett. She encouraged us to attend 
the Standing Committee Meeting in Toronto on September 24, 2016, and the 
Ontario South Fall Gathering on November 5, 2016 in Burlington. Debbie 
Welland had information sheets to distribute for the Fall Gathering and told us 
that registration could all be done easily online. 
  
We were treated to a power point presentation of pictures and music from CFUW 
Hamilton’s 90th year – 2015-2016 prepared by Theresa MacDonald. We relived 
the highlights of the past year with the 90th birthday celebrations and the amazing 
fashions our members wore to represent the flapper era. We saw ourselves 
enjoying the activities of the various interest groups and were reminded of how 
much we had learned from the speakers at our general meetings. As well we had 
a look into the future program plans for 2016-2017 
  
After thanking Theresa for her work in putting this together, Debbie asked us to 
take pictures at our interest groups and to send them on to Theresa for future 
use in such presentations and also to Judith for the newsletter. 
  
Assigned to a numbered table when we came into the meeting, we now were 
given instructions for the Sweet Surprises Game by Jan Armstrong and Theresa 



MacDonald. A lively time of conversation and getting to know more about our 
table mates followed. 
In the next section of the meeting Brenda Wright asked Interest Group leaders to 
sign up to bring refreshments for the rest of the general meetings. Each interest 
group leader or representative was introduced and spoke briefly about the 
purpose of the group, where and when to meet, and provided a list for new 
members to sign up or receive further information. 
  
Debbie had several announcements regarding : 
1. - flyers available for the Ontario South Fall Gathering – Nov. 5 
2. - flyers for CFUW Welland Annual Book Sale – Oct 1 
3.  - a thank you letter from Natalie Lopez, the Westmount Secondary School 
student, we voted to support at our May AGM with $800.00 to help her attend the 
International History Olympiad in Hawaii this summer.  Natalie, now a student at 
Carleton University, was most appreciative of our support. She and her team did 
well at the competition and she is encouraged to continue her study of history. 
4. - the result of the vote at the National AGM in June on the amendment to leave 
Graduate Women International which was defeated 
 While GWI fees will not be increasing in 2016-2017, there will be fee increases 
in the following years calculated in Swiss Francs 
 2017-18 will be 9 Swiss Francs 
 2018-19 will be 5 Swiss Francs 
 2019-20 will be 5 Swiss Francs 
A  CFUW national committee is currently studying the financial implications for 
our clubs and will be reporting on this soon. Any proposed increase in CFUW 
fees would have to be approved at the June 2017 AGM. 
  
Before the adjournment for refreshments and signing up for interest groups, 
Debbie reminded members to pay their fees for the year before leaving and 
thanked all those who helped with the program for this meeting including Heather 
Foss, Marilyn Hill, Brenda Wright, Cathy Tell, Theresa MacDonald, and Jan 
Armstrong. 
  
Cake and drinks were enjoyed during the social time and we were out of the 
building as required by 9 p.m. 


