
 Minutes  April 19, 2016 -   CFUW  Hamilton  General Meeting 
  
Call to Order and Welcome – President Debbie Welland called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. at the Spectator Building welcoming 32 members and guests. 
Debbie explained that it was learned after the March General meeting that we 
were unable to continue holding our meetings at the Cresmount and so the 
expenditure of the rental of the Spectator Building had not been approved by the 
membership. It was moved by Trudi Down and seconded by Barbara Ledger that 
the cost of $129.15 for the rental of the Spectator auditorium for the April meeting 
be approved. The motion was carried. 
  
Guest Speaker - The guest speaker, Jennifer Brant, was introduced by Brenda 
Wright. Jennifer is a PHD candidate at Brock University. She is Program 
Developer for the Gidayaamin Program, Tecumseh Centre for Aboriginal 
Research and Education at Brock. She opened with a few words in her own 
language as a tribute to her ancestors. Jennifer told us how the cultural identity 
courses are structured to enable indigenous women to be aware of and to be 
proud of their history and literature. Following the one year program, graduates 
have found employment in their field or have continued their studies. It is also 
open to non-indigenous students and the credits are counted as equivalent to the 
first year of university. Slides and success stories of students taking the course 
were shared in the power point presentation. Jennifer closed with a quote from 
Margaret Lavallee, 
“When the women heal, the family will heal. And when the family heals, the 
Nation will heal.” 
 Jennifer is currently co-writing and editing a book on missing and murdered 
indigenous women in Canada. 
Rosemary Knechtel thanked the speaker.  
  
Debbie announced that a card for Ethel MacDonald would be circulated to be 
signed during the meeting. 
  
Revised sheets of information were distributed on the vote for the national 
decision on whether CFUW should remain in Graduate Women International or 
withdraw from it. An envelope with the name of the member on the outside 
containing a ballot was provided for each member. The Action and Advocacy 
Group will study the question and recommend a course of action at the May 
Annual Meeting. All ballots are to be handed in at that time or before. We were 
asked to deliver ballots where possible to those who were not able to attend. 
  
Dinner tickets for the Annual Meeting on May 17 at the Royal Hamilton Yacht 
Club were available from Ellen Gillespie. 
  



Following a short break, Myrtle Greve introduced Kathleen Johnson, the 
McMaster Engineering student who is the CFUW Scholarship winner this year for 
the woman with highest cumulative average in that course. Kathleen spoke 
expressing her appreciation to our club for this honour and the financial 
assistance it is providing for her. 
  
Business Meeting  
 Minutes - Margaret Johnson moved the approval of the minutes of the March 15 
general meeting as circulated. It was seconded by Pat Cino and carried. 
Treasurer’s Report – Alex Gall moved the approval of the Treasurer’s report. 
General Account   $4 685.31 
Scholarship Fund    $26 454.81 
Development Fund    $12 811.39 
The motion was seconded by Brenda Wright and carried. 
  
Author Night – Brenda Wright announced that there were 61 tickets sold to hear 
author Marina Endicott. The sum of $975.00 was raised and after expenses the 
profit was $645.00 for the Scholarship Fund. Debbie thanked Brenda for all of her 
work in organizing this successful event. 
  
Advocacy and Action – Pat Cino has received a thankyou letter from Inasmuch 
House expressing  gratitude for the items we have collected for the shelter. 
Congratulatory letters have been sent to the nominees and winners of the 
Hamilton Women of Distinction as well as a letter to Millie Gould for her financial 
donation to the Hamilton YWCA Employment Program. 
Some members from this committee met with M. P. Ted McMeekin on the issues 
of poverty and inequality. 
The results of the voting for CFUW Hamilton on the Resolutions have been sent 
to CFUW National. 
  
Scholarship – Myrtle Greve moved that we increase the CFUW - Hamilton award 
to Brock University from $500.00 to $1000.00 effective May 2016.  The motion 
was seconded by Rosemary Knechtel and carried.  
A second motion regarding a pledge to the Charitable Trust was withdrawn and 
may be brought forward at a later date to mark the 100th anniversary of CFUW. 
Myrtle said that new people and new ideas would be welcomed by the 
Scholarship committee. 
  
Ellen Gillespie announced that 25 Tickets for the annual dinner and meeting have 
been sold at present and that more are anticipated. 
  
Debbie told us that Ontario Council will be meeting May 13-14 and that members 
are welcome to attend. Debbie, Rosemany Knechtel and Myrtle Greve plan to go. 



We were reminded of the AGM in St. Catharines, June 23-25. Debbie will be 
attending and suggested  that it is a good opportunity for some of us to go as well 
since it is not far to travel. 
  
The Executive is still researching a venue for next year’s meetings and hopes to 
have this finalized by the May Annual Meeting. 
  
There were some questions concerning the ballots for the vote for or against 
CFUW-Canada remaining in GWI. A discussion followed and concerns were 
expressed about a number of issues   including the way the vote to change the 
name of the organization was conducted by electronic voting, the fact that the 
constitution of IFUW was not followed, that not enough time was  allowed for 
member comment, and that the process the leaders used was undemocratic.  It 
was explained that the reason the decision may be deferred until after the GWI 
Triennial conference in August is that more information will then be known as to 
how this will affect the Canadian membership. We need to answer that final part 
on the ballot to say yes or no to giving CFUW-Canada permission to defer the 
vote as well as the first part – to remain or withdraw from GWI. 
  
The meeting was adjourned by the president at 9:10 p.m. 


