
Draft Minutes  January 17, 2017 - CFUW  Hamilton  General Meeting 
  
Call to Order and Welcome 
President, Debbie Welland, called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, January 
17, 2017 at the Sackville Hill Senior’s Recreation Centre. Due to poor visibility and 
inclement weather  the number attending was affected so that there were nineteen 
members and guests present.  After welcoming everyone, Debbie reviewed the 
significant changes in leadership of the National CFUW which have taken place in the 
last few weeks. 
 1 CFUW National President, Karen Dunnett resigned on December 20, 2016. By 

provision of the constitution, Grace Hollett is the acting National President. 
 2 Following that, Brenda Robertson CFUW VP Advocacy resigned and Sharon 

Crabb has been appointed to this position. 
 3 Graduate Women International has reversed its decision to increase the fees. 

For this reason the special National General Meeting, January 30 to discuss the 
fee increase has been cancelled.  

 Guest Speaker  
Theresa MacDonald introduced the guest speaker, Christopher Lytle, who is the 
Accessibility Coordinator with Brock University. His role at Brock is ensuring that the 
university is an inclusive, barrier-free environment for learning and working. The title of 
his talk was Feminism as the Blueprint for Achieving Disability Rights.His presentation 
traced the path of the Disability Movement which came much later but followed the 
model of the Feminist Movement. The success of the struggle for women to have the 
right to vote and later the right to equal pay for equal work gave strength to the Civil 
Rights Movement and more recently to the acceptance of the Disability Rights 
Movement. While there is still much to be done, progress is being made towards greater 
accessibility for students and workers. Ontario was the first province to launch 
legislation for Disability Rights in Canada. The speaker was thanked by Michelle 
McGinn. 
  
Myrtle Greve spoke on behalf of the Social Action Group about Bill 6, the Private 
Members Bill, put forward by Paul Miller, MPP for Hamilton East- Stoney Creek which 
would allow those on Social Assistance in Ontario to have access to the necessities for 
a healthy life. Although this was passed by the Ontario Legislature it has been stalled in 
the hands of a committee. Those at the meeting were given the opportunity to sign 
letters to the politicians on the committee urging action on this bill. 
  
A social time for refreshments followed. 
  
Business Meeting 
There was a brief discussion on the changes at the CFUW National level. 
Debbie announced that the fundraiser for the CFUW National Trust is a trip to the Shaw 
Festival to see Me and My Girl on Thursday, April 27. Tickets will be $65.00 and there 
will be a tax receipt for $15.00 . Myrtle Greve offered to look after tickets. Judith Purdell-
Lewis will send out the information before the February General Meeting so that 
members can obtain tickets at that time. 



There will also be a collection for personal items for the clients of Inasmuch House at 
the February General Meeting. 
Debbie asked us to consider nominations for the 100 notable women to be awarded for 
the 100th Anniversary of CFUW in 2019. 
  
The minutes of the November 15, 2016 General Meeting were approved as circulated 
on a motion from Margaret Johnson, seconded by Barbara Ledger. 
  
The Treasurer’s Report was given by Trudi Down who told us that we had 72 paid up 
members in the Hamilton Club as of December 31, 2016. 
Our new portable sign which was very effectively displayed at the door cost $118.00 . 
The raffle of the iPad at the last meeting brought in $185.00 for the Scholarship Fund. 
Balance in the Bank at Dec. 31, 2016                  $11,483.13 
No Change in Conference Fund 
No Change in Development Fund 
Total Balance in Chequing Account at Dec. 31     $21,984.00 
Scholarship Fund at Dec. 31, 2016                       $13,027.05 
  
Ontario Council will meet on Saturday, January 21. Three of our members plan to 
attend. 
  
Jan Armstrong announced that the February 21 General Meeting will feature speaker 
David Galbraith, Head of Science at the RBG whose talk is entitledAll Those Things and 
More Than Their Sum: a History of Royal Botanical Gardens and its Landscape.     
  
The January Executive Meeting which was cancelled due to poor weather will not be 
rescheduled. 
It was moved by Michelle McGinn and seconded by Trudi Down that the nomination 
committee be appointed by email for the 2017-18 executive. Carried 
  
Pat Stephenson-Cino announced that there were no resolutions from CFUW National to 
be studied or approved this year. The March General Meeting where these are usually 
presented and voted on will be used by the Social Action Group to present an Advocacy 
focused program and discussion. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
  


