
Draft Minutes  February 21, 2017 - CFUW  Hamilton  General Meeting 
  
Call to Order and Welcome 
 President Debbie Welland welcomed 40 members and guests and called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 21, 2017 at the Sackville Hill 
Senior’s Recreation Centre. 
  
Debbie announced that there is a new motion for CFUW Canada to leave 
Graduate Women International and that the fee increase for GWI has not been 
cancelled but has been deferred at the old rate for now. More information about 
these matters will be forthcoming. 
  
Myrtle Greve gave a report from the Scholarship Committee that as of March 1, 
we will have fulfilled all of our commitments totaling $6,000.00 for 2016/17. Myrtle 
thanked the members for their generous donations to the Scholarship Fund and 
reminded us that donations may be received at any time of year and that 
bequests are welcome. A copy of the details of McMaster, Brock and Mohawk 
scholarships, bursaries and prizes which our club has awarded will be attached 
and sent out with these minutes. 
Myrtle also reminded members to let her know by March 1 if they wish tickets for 
the Charitable Trust fund raiser, Me and My Girl at the Shaw Festival on April 27. 
  
Guest Speaker 
 Jan Armstrong introduced the speaker, David Galbraith who is the Head of 
Science at the Royal Botanical Gardens. His topic was All Those Things and 
More Than Their Sum: A History of Royal Botanical Gardens and Its Landscape. 
He traced the story of RBG from the formation of the landscape in geological 
history through the millennia of occupancy and use by indigenous peoples, then 
through the changes brought by European settlement. We are fortunate that the 
planners of Hamilton and Burlington were able to bring together and preserve the 
separate pieces of land which form the 2,700 acres of gardens, trails and natural 
areas today. Through pictures and display panels he informed us of the changes 
and improvements right up to the opening of the newly designed Rock Garden in 
2016. Mr. Galbraith referred to five women botanists and horticulturalists in the 
early days of the organization who contributed their expertise and knowledge to 
the planning of the gardens. 
Barbara Ledger thanked the speaker and the draw for the guest dual 
membership to the RBG which Mr. Galbraith brought was won by Laurie Muir. 
  
Following a break for refreshments the business meeting was held 



   
Business Meeting  
The HEAL group was thanked by Debbie for bringing the snacks and beverages 
for the refreshment time this month. 
Barbara Ledger and Linda Gill were thanked for their work in procuring the new 
portable sign for our club which is set up by the door. 
 Debbie announced that there would be a meeting of the Women’s Canadian 
Club of Hamilton on Wednesday, March 8 at 2 p.m. at the Scottish Rite Club. The 
topic will be Demystifying Myths About Muslim Women.  
  
From the Advocacy group, Pat Stephenson-Cino thanked members for bringing 
items tonight  for the collection to be taken to the women and children at 
Inasmuch House. 
  
While it had been thought earlier that there were not any proposed resolutions for 
the CFUW National Annual Meeting this year, two resolutions have now been 
sent out to study, discuss, amend, accept, or turn down. 
Resolution # 1 from the University Women’s Club of Winnipeg 
The Right to Safe, Clean, Accessible and Affordable Drinking Water and 
Sanitation on First Nations Reserves in Canada 
Resolution #2 from the University Women’s Club of North York 
Universal Pharmacare 
Background information on these two resolutions may be found on the CFUW 
website. Pat encouraged us to look these up and read them through before the 
March meeting when they will be discussed and voted on. 
  
Trudi Down presented the Treasurer’s Report to January 31, 2017. There was 
one new membership during the month and another one tonight making a total of 
74 members. 
Fees have been paid to CFUW and Ontario Council leaving a balance on hand in 
the General Fund of $5,943.63 
The Scholarship Fund Balance is $12,126.30 
  
The minutes of the January 17 General Meeting were approved as circulated by 
email on a motion by Margaret Johnson, seconded by Brenda Wright. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 


